
 

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

NEWSLETTER 

April—May 2020 

Church phone:  410-228-4353  
Email:  OFFICE@gracecambridge.comcastbiz.net 
Website:  www.graceumccambridge.org 

Pastor: Daniel T. Gedman       Newsletter Editor:  Martha Cannon 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

CANCELLED DUE TO COVID 19 

EMERGENCY 

APRIL 9 
Grace Church  

Worship Service 
7:00 p.m.  

APRIL 12 

EASTER SUNDAY  

ONE SERVICE 
9:45 A.M. 

 

SENIOR CHOIR  

EASTER CANTATA 
“Kingdom, Power, Glory … 
Praising the Risen Christ” 

Palm Sunday Services 

 April 5  -  8:45 & 11:00 a.m. 

Cambridge 
Walk of the Cross 
4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

begins at  
St. Paul’s UMC 

APRIL 10             

Grace Church 
Worship Service 

7:00 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary 
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evidence) if it is not true for someone else, 
so be it, that’s alright (again, regardless of 
any objective contrary evidence).  Hence, 
Moby Dick becomes a love story. 

Invoking an overused cliché, this slippery 
slope has led some and perhaps many to 
read Scripture in the same way.  That is to 
tell the Scripture what it says rather than 
allowing Scripture to enlighten the reader.   

Dividing the Bible texts into chapters and 
verses produced another significant problem 
to proper interpretation of the Scripture.  
While these delineations have a wonderful 
purpose, they have been used to remove the 
context from the text allowing the reader / 
interpreter the opportunity to tell the text 
what it says by linking verses of Scripture 
together that were never intended by the 
author(s) to be linked. 

Readers of Scripture trained in the chapter / 
verse mode of Scripture reading alone lose 
the intent of the author.  
When Paul penned his  
letter to the church at 
Galatia, for example, he 
believed that his letter 
would be read completely 
whereupon the ideas presented would stand 
on their own, not piecemealed in 
conjunction with segments of other biblical 
texts to produce and justify a different idea.  
Too often, Bible readers “dig” first and read 
later.  For some, the “dig” is most important 
and what may ultimately result, as they 
strive to mine some notion or purpose out of 
the text that the author never intended, is 
heresy.  Thus, the intent of the author and 
its meaning is lost even though the plain 
meaning often lies right on the surface.  
Add to this the post-modern view that truth 
is subjective and that the reader determines 
what the text means, and you have a 
formula guaranteed to reduce Scripture to 
meaningless prattle left to the whims of the 
day.  Destroyed in the process is its actual 
meaning, relevance, and the power 
contained within it is relegated to the 
myopic finiteness of the reader.  

What can be done to ensure that what we 
read and understand, particularly within the 
Bible is what the author intended?  

Introspection is a key beginning.  A reader 
must first come to understand how he or she 
approaches a written work.  For example, if 
a certain title or author produces negative 
emotions or thoughts that inhibit an open-
minded reading of the text, the reader is 
likely to be predisposed to an opinion 
before reading the first word and will be 
prepared for a confrontation with the 
author.  It is likely that the reader will glean 
nothing from the text, even if there is 

S everal years ago, I was watching a book 
club program on a local television 

station.  This particular show was intriguing 
because they were discussing one of my 
favorite books, Herman Melville’s Moby 
Dick.  Intrigue quickly turned to antipathy as 
the members discussing the book had turned 
Melville’s novel into a love story.   Hearing 
their reasoning behind this “interpretation” of 
a classic novel was both abhorrent and 
disturbing.  Although these readers 
articulated their positions cogently and at 
times with flare, I wondered how they could 

have missed the mark so 
badly.  Moby Dick is a great 
story of how one person’s 
vengeance, that of Captain 
Ahab, led to an insanity 
culminating in death to all 
aboard the Pequod save for 
Ishmael.  Is Moby Dick a story 
of vengeance and death?  Yes.  

A love story?  Absolutely not. 

In a past issue of World magazine, columnist 
Janie B. Cheaney wrote a piece entitled, 
Becoming Readers.  Her column brought the 
Moby Dick issue to the forefront of my mind 
for she offered a very good explanation for 
the aforementioned misinterpretation.  She 
noted that literature courses were originally 
intended to develop a kind of reader who 
read for purposes of enlightenment.  More 
than reading for entertainment or 
information, this kind of reader allows the 
ideas “created by the written language [to] 
challenge or change us.” 

She continued to say that, “if ‘literature’ 
seems increasingly irrelevant today, it’s 
partly because too many college professors 
have used it as a tool.  They’ve been busy, as 
historian Victor Davis Hanson puts it, 
‘defining the study of literature and history as 
a melodrama of race, class, and gender 
oppression.’  Students learn to tell the text 
what it says, rather than letting the text speak 
to them.  That reduces its relevance and 
flattens its meaning.” 

This is a particularly dangerous phenomenon, 
for if the reader is in control of the text, that 
is, “telling the text what it says rather than 
letting the text speak to them,” then that 
written word is reduced to the finiteness of 
his or her own reasoning, experiences, 
culture, and traditions.  If a reader 
continually processes the written word in this 
way, negated is potential enlightenment; for 
the reader remains within the narrowness of 
his or her own life, not engaging the text and 
processing its ideas but defining the text 
based solely on self.   

This is an outgrowth of post-modernity.  
Within this philosophy, there exists no 
objective truth.  All truth is subjective and 
therefore defined by self.  Therefore, if 
something is true for one person, it is true, 
(regardless of any objective contrary 

something within the 
prose with which the 
reader might agree or 
find quite profound.   
There is very little 
chance for any degree of 
enlightenment as the reader will not confront 
the ideas that contrast with their own.   

If a reader is antagonistic toward 
Christianity, reading the Gospel of John (or 
any of the biblical texts) will not likely 
produce the desired result the Apostle 
intended.  The reader will likely battle 
against every miracle, and every word Jesus 
said.  If this reader arrives at John’s purpose 
toward the end of the Gospel, “But these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing, you may have life in his name,” 
they are likely to disagree for they have been 
predisposed to battle with the author all the 
way through the text. 

If, however, a reader approaches the text 
with the intent to engage the author by 
allowing the author to enlighten them with 
his ideas and evidences, the reader will 
finish the text and be able to reasonably 
process all that John wrote and make a 
reasoned decision.  Regardless of what that 
decision may be, the reader will have walked 
with John the Apostle through a place and 
time that he wanted the reader to experience.  
Even two-thousand years later, John can still 
cause a reader to experience the story of 
Christ in a way that only the written word 
can provide.   

If the reader undertakes John’s Gospel in the 
same way the book club undertook Moby 
Dick, then the wonderful journey back to the 
time of Christ and all of the experiences and 
teachings offered by Him (recorded for us by 
the Apostle) will vanish into the limited 
experiences and indistinct vague 
understanding of the reader.   

Perhaps one way to practice this idea is to 
read with the intent to be enlightened.  Even 
if we disagree or disparage the written work, 
our minds will be illuminated to a set of 
ideas or a story that would otherwise remain 
unknown.  It is rare indeed that we know all 
things even about a single subject and can 
therefore learn, even from those with which 
we disagree. Reading that with which we 
may disagree also allows for us to bolster 
our own position upon any given matter 
because it forces us to think about those 
positions. 

I pray that the next time you read Scripture, 
you allow the author to take you to their 
place and time, and that you might 
experience the fullness of all God has to 
offer in the greatest text ever written, the 
Bible. 

MUSINGS FROM PASTOR DAN 
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G race Church continues to have a very giving and 
generous congregation.  We finished 2019 in a strong 

financial position.  The operating account netted $18,800 
receipts over disbursements.  Contributions for 2019 were 
almost identical with 2018 however, they were down $10,000 
for the month of December.  The building fund netted $6,400 
and the net from the rental property was $25,800.  
Considering the size and age of our facilities, it is always 
comforting to have the building fund available for 
emergencies or planned improvements.   

Speaking of improvements, it looks as if we have two 
substantial capital improvements ahead in the next few 
months.  These are not by choice, but because of wear and 
tear.  We will most likely need repairs on the boiler……no 
estimate yet but could be upwards of $10,000.  And we have 
an extensive repair around a window where mortar, brick, 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
Bonnie McCollister,  Director 

H ello Spring!  In April, the Children’s 
Choir will sing at the 11:00 a.m. 

service on Palm Sunday, April 5th.  The Senior Choir will 
present their Easter Cantata “Kingdom, Power, Glory … 
Praising the Risen Christ” on Easter morning, April 12 at 
9:45.am.                                                          

Mother’s Day is May 10th and the children will sing for the 
11:00 a.m. service that day.   

Mark your calendars so you don’t miss these special dates 
for both the Children’s and the Senior Choir. Happy Easter & 
Happy Spring to all. 

 

 

 BRENDA’S CORNER 
Brenda Gremillion, Music Director 

H appy Spring and 2020!  It is always exciting 
to start a new year off, as well as a new 

decade!!!  My prayer is that each of you will have 
the most blessed year and that your relationship 
with the Lord will grow deeper, your faith will grow 
stronger, and your love for our Lord continues to 
reach new heights.   

I appreciate all the kind words expressed after our 
Christmas Cantata.  Our choir is now busy 
preparing our Easter Cantata and we look forward 
to sharing the beautiful music of the Easter 
season with all of you.  Mark your calendars for 
Sunday, April 12 at 9:45 a.m. when we present 
“Kingdom, Power, Glory … Praising the Risen 
Christ.” 

We are blessed to welcome Ed Kinnamon back to 
the choir, as well as new members Stephanie 
Willey and Tim Bohaker.  We also grieve the loss of 
our long-time member, Ricky Cannon.  He is 
greatly missed. 

I am so amazed at the dedication and joy of singing 
that our choir members have.  Their love for the 
Lord comes through in all they do and certainly in 
every note they sing!  It is truly an honor to work 
with these gifted and loving people.  Thank you all 
for your prayers, kind words, and support for the 
music of our church!  God bless each of you.  

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Bill Brooks,  Chairperson 

By now you have received your new 
church directory.   With the size, it 
should be more helpful to use as a 
directory instead of a coffee table item.  

Jim Ritch of Disciplepix did a great job.  
The photographs are beautiful.   Everyone who had their 
picture taken should have received their free directory.   If 
you didn’t get a portrait done and are interested in receiving 
a directory, please see Martha Cannon during office hours.  
The cost is $5.00.   

The membership committee met in December to critique the 
picture taking process and offer suggestions to make it 
easier for the next printing in about 4 years.  Please share 
any suggestions with me or your committee member. 

Our next meeting will be Thursday, April 30 at 5:30 in the Dr. 
Hines room.  With the loss of Terry Hurley and the 
retirement of two other members, we need at least two or 
three new people to help with member contacts. It is easy to 
serve and a way to get to know each other better.  Call 
Beverly Mullikin at 410-228-3650. 

plaster, etc. need attention of about $10,000.  When more 
information becomes available, we will share it with you. 

Grace Church gave away over $23,500 in mission related 
expenditures during the year.  That does not include in-kind 
or time donations. 

The financial strength exhibited in 2019 is rare for Grace 
Church.  We are most thankful for all those who made our job 
on the finance committee much easier this year. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions 
about church finances or want more details of our accounts 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Beverly Mullikin, Chairperson 



M issions was super excited to work with Salvation 
Army again this year to provide children with 

Christmas presents through the Angel Tree Program.  We 
sent gifts for 19 children.  I can’t thank everyone enough who 
helped with this project. Seven bikes and many bags of 
clothes and toys were provided for the “Angels.”  Thank you 
all! 

Missions also provided three families with assistance for 
Christmas.  One family had 3 children, another family had 4 
children and the third family had 5 children.  They all received 
clothes and toys and each family got a gift card to purchase 
food. 

Grace Church served dinner and provided breakfast food for 
the Cold Weather Shelter every other Sunday night from 
December 1 to March 22.  A big thank you to those who 
cooked, served and gave their time and money to help those 
in need.  What a blessing! 

The Soup ‘n’ Sweater Day on January 31st was a big 
success.  Thank you to those that brought us gently worn 
warm clothes. We served around 90 people and were happy 
to have Pleasant Day clients join us again. 

The Giving Tree that was in the back-entrance hallway was 
generously filled up with warm hats, gloves, scarfs and 
socks.  We took a big bunch of these items to the homeless 
shelter for Christmas and everyone was glad to get 
something warm.  A big thank you to everyone who placed 
items on the tree. 

GRACE CHURCH  

MISSIONS 
Diane Twilley,  Chairperson 
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TRUSTEES COMMITTEE 
Skip Redmer,  Chairperson 

T he Trustees welcome three (3) new members who 
joined our committee at the January 2020 meeting.  

They are Bob Leaf, Byron Cameron and returning trustee Bill 
Twilley.  Thanks to each of them for accepting the request to 
take part in this valuable piece of Grace Church. 

Early in January Branden Spear was called to investigate a 
leak in the carport roof which was causing water to drip near 
the rear door entrance.  Searching for the cause resulted in a 
section of the ceiling being removed.  The problem was 
identified and repairs have been made, and the ceiling has 
been closed up. 

Some minor maintenance has been done next door at 503 
Race Street with some fluorescent tubes getting replaced. 

The boiler inspection was completed on January 22.  A small 
steam leak was identified as well as a slight water leak in one 
of the pipes associated with the boiler.  During this inspection, 
it was noticed that our sump pump was not working.  
FitzMechanical was called to look at the sump pump and 
cleared the clogging issue.  While on site, they tightened the 
pipe leak to the boiler.  Regarding the steam leak, Bill Twilley 
contacted several boiler companies (Aero Energy, C. Albert 
Matthews, Capital, Tate Engineering).  Bill, Gene Skinner and 
I met with representatives from each of these companies.  
The boiler will not have to be replaced at this time.  The 
problem is repairable which will be quite a cost savings.  A 
decision on which company will do the work has not been 
made.  Work will not begin until we are able to shut down the 
boiler after the heating season. 

Recently, one of our choir members had the misfortune of 
falling on their way into the choir loft.  We are grateful that 
they were not seriously hurt.  However, due to this situation a 
need to make the steps from the hall and entry into the choir 
loft much easier and safer was identified.  Within the following 
week new additional handrails were made and installed at the 
steps leading up to the choir loft and a hand rail grip was 
installed just inside the door entrance to the choir loft.  Our 
many thanks to Bob Leaf for doing such a fantastic job. 

Lastly, at our last Charge Conference the trustees were given 
permission to place the parsonage on the housing market.  
After several showings the parsonage at 308 Oakley St. has 
been sold.  All the paperwork signing has been completed.  
Final settlement will take place at the end of March.  The new 
owners are currently out of the country.  Our many thanks to 
Val Brown, Powell Realtors for handling and working with us 
through this process. 

 
John Richard Cannon 

2/14/20 

Vernon Sellers 

3/2/20 

 

On a side note, the church is missing their leaf blower 
and charger.  If you, or someone you know, borrowed it 
and failed to return it, we would appreciate getting it 
back, so we don’t have to buy another one.  We have no 
idea when it went missing and understand completely if 
you forgot to return it. 
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Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 
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9:45 A.M. 

Sr. Choir  
Cantata 

Sr. Choir Practice 

7:00p.m. 

Maundy Thursday  

Service— 7:00 p.m. 

Worship Service 
7:00 p.m. 

Children sing 
 11:00 a.m. worship 

Dorchester Co. 
Ladies Prayer  

Breakfast 
Christ Church 

8:00 a.m. 

Dorchester Co. 
Ladies Prayer  

Breakfast 
Bethel AME 
8:00 a.m. 

Worship on Radio 

Walk of the 
Cross 4-6 p.m. 

Worship on Radio 

Membership Committee 
meets 5:30 p.m. 

10 to 11 
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Church Council  
One Board Meets 

6:30 p.m. 

31 

Activities cancelled due 
to Covid 19 Shutdown 
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O ur last meeting for 2019 was our Christmas covered 
dish dinner.  Grace Church has such good cooks.  We 

had so much food and lots of laughs.  A time to unwind and 
enjoy each other.  

WinGS met in January and February and discussed a few 
fundraisers so that we can keep helping with things around 
the church and with the Missions we have taken on.  We 
currently have two adopted patients at the Eastern Shore 
Hospital Center that we help to feel loved and remembered.  
We also have a child that we sponsor through World Vision 
and we usually sponsor a family in need at Christmas time. 
We also give to unremembered patients at the Eastern 
Shore Hospital Center at Christmas. 

One of our fundraisers was selling RADA knives. The March 
order has been submitted but we will probably do another 
order again this month (April.)  There are catalogs available 
if you missed the March order and are interested in 
purchasing RADA merchandise. 

WOMEN IN GRACE SERVING (WINGS)  
Diane Twilley, President 

W omen of Grace are united in Christian fellowship and vow 
to love God and encourage one another to use our God giv-

en gifts and talents in service to Grace UMC and our  community. 

We have also been taking orders for polo shirts, pull over 
hoodie sweat shirts, and zip-up hoodie sweat shirts with 
“Amazing Grace” written over the left chest area.  This is a 
good way to let people know you belong to Amazing Grace 
United Methodist Church.  Let Diane Twilley know if you are 
interested in a shirt or sweatshirt. 

WinGS is also planning to have another Cake & Take 
fundraiser on Mother’s Day, May 10th. We will start selling 
ticket’s on April 23.  If you are interested in a homemade 
cake for Mother’s Day, please contact a WinGs member to 
purchase a ticket. Tickets will be $15.00 each.  Each cake 
made get a random number with the same number placed in 
a basket.  When you turn in your purchased ticket you pick a 
number from the basket and that is the cake you will receive. 

Please think about joining our group.  We meet the fourth 
Thursday of the month at 5:30 p.m. and we try to keep it to 
one hour for choir members.  Our next meeting is April 23rd. 
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