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FROM PASTOR CHRIS 
 
Are you prepared to receive your King? 

This is the question the season of Advent calls us to answer, the season leading up to Christmas Eve when 

we remember and celebrate King Jesus’ first reception into our world as a baby in a manger. His first 

arrival ushered in the Gospel – For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. (John 3:16-17) This age of grace in which 

we live affords us the opportunity to turn from our sin, accept the gift of grace offered by the Lord, and 

then walk in the way of Jesus that leads to life.  

However, the Advent question “Are you prepared to receive your King?” has another aspect to it, which is 

the Second Coming of our King.  Not as a baby in a manger, but as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 

After Jesus rose from the grave, the Bible tells us that he appeared to his disciples over a period of 40 days 

offering them proof that He was alive, breaking bread and eating with them, and giving them instructions 

on what they were to do.  Then one day, after giving them the Great Commission ‘to go into all the world 

and make disciples’, He ascended into heaven as his disciples watched.  Then we read in Acts 1:10-11, 

“They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in 

white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This 

same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him 

go into heaven.” 

The message is clear throughout the New Testament, He is coming back.  He has left those who respond 

and accept his grace a mission – and we are to be faithful and diligent until He returns – no matter how 

long that takes. 

Are you prepared to receive your King? 

The beauty of grace is that all people, in all times, and in all places, can receive the King.  Our baptismal 

vows in the United Methodist Church speak to our role in receiving the King. During our baptism, we are 

asked if we reject the evil in this world, repent of our sins, and accept the grace offered to us through 

faith in Jesus.  We position ourselves in humility to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit and to orient our 

lives toward bringing God glory.  If we are baptized as infants, then our parents or spiritual guardians 

make these vows on our behalf, and when we come of age and we can make our own decisions, we are 

invited to confirm what has been spoken over us. God knows our heart and to whom it belongs. 

Continued ... 

December 2021 / January 2022 



page 2  

WINGS (WOMEN IN GRACE SERVING) 

Diane Twilley, President 

WinGs usually meets the 4th Thursday of the month and we 
invite anyone wanting to join us to please feel free to come 
to our next meeting on December 16th at 5:30p.m. which is a 
change from our normal meeting date.  This one will be a 
covered dish  

We sponsored a church event in October where we invited 
church members to help us decorate new Chrismons.  The 
Chrismons were cut out by Vicki Hayden and painted by 
Colleen Auletto.  Everyone had a great time showing off their 
artistic talent.   

Chrismons are Christmas decorations with Christian symbols 
on them.  They help Christians to remember that Christmas 
is the celebration of Jesus’s birthday.  They were first made 
by Frances Kipps Spencer in Danville, Virginia.  She thought 
of the word, Chrismon, which is a combination of Christ and 
monogram (meaning symbol).  Chrismons are traditionally 
colored white and gold.  White is liturgical (or Church) color 
for Christmas and symbolizes that Jesus was pure and 
perfect.  Gold symbolizes His Majesty and Glory.  The 
members of WinGs will be donating them, along with some 
white and gold Christmas balls, for the trees that go up in the 
Sanctuary. We hope you enjoy them for many years to 
come.  The Chrismons that we now have were made by 
members of Grace many, many years ago and will be retired 
with the love that they were made with. 

Our November project along with Membership Committee 
was to put together gift bags to be given to our shut in 

Are you prepared to receive your King? 

True faith is active and authentic.  It is tested and tried.  It bears the fruit of love. This is my biggest concern for 

the church as a whole today.  We live in a time when the love of the church seems to have grown cold in many 

quarters.  We seem to have forgotten who we are as a people and what it means to pick up our cross daily and 

die to self.  May we remember (and live out) the greatest commandment given to us: to love the Lord our God 

with all our heart, and with all our soul, and with all our mind and love our neighbor as ourselves. 

During this season of Advent, I invite each of us to spend time with the Lord, ask the Spirit of God to examine our 

hearts and pray that the Spirit would help us see and acknowledge our own sin, lead us to repentance, as we turn 

to the One who has the power to forgive and restore.  Ask the Lord to awaken our hearts and our minds and help 

us to make amends so nothing stands in the way of us being prepared to receive our King.  

Come King Jesus. Amen! 

Pastor Chris 

members.  We try to deliver them between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.   

We are currently doing a fundraiser with Rada cutlery. This is 
a made in the USA product with a lifetime guarantee.   All 
orders are due back by December 5th.  You can also order 
on-line at  

https://radafundraising.com?rfsn=6165393.9ede7c   

Just check you want to do the WinGS fundraiser. The orders 
turned in by December 5th are going to be here by 
Christmas.  Thanks for helping us raise money to do projects 
that help others.  

The “bird box” or better known has the “book box” is now two 
years old.  Thank you Vicki Hayden for that vision and for 
making it happen along with the help of the Trustees   If you 
have books to donate please see Vicki.  

We wish everyone a very Merry Christmas. 
                                       

With God ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE! 
 

 

Women of Grace are united in Christian Fellowship and 
vow to love God and encourage one another to use our God 
given gifts and talents in service to Grace United Methodist 

Church and our community.” 

https://radafundraising.com/?rfsn=6165393.9ede7c&fbclid=IwAR1z0CptXP2LdpvgDPy1h5x0R8wbaBa18OrtFzF9ahKPnCvjpT9WcvlCTcM


Happy Holidays to all!  After such a difficult year, 
the holidays seem more important than ever 
before.  The Lord has guided us through the 
pandemic, given us strength and courage to do His 
will and continues to bless His children and give us 
peace and comfort. 

Our Senior choir will present several of their 
favorite Christmas pieces at our Christmas service 
on December 19 during the 11:00 worship 
hour.   Come and sing your favorite carols, enjoy 
our wondrous choir, and celebrate the birth of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ.   

There is nothing better than to celebrate Christmas 
with joyful singing, our beautiful choir and a 
wonderful message from our pastor.  So, come 
and sing, celebrate and praise the Lord on this 
glorious and special day of the year!!   

May your holidays be blessed and joyful and may 
your New Year be full of God’s grace and 
blessings! 

 BRENDA’S CORNER 
Brenda Gremillion, Music Director 
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Grace Church continues to have a very giving and 
generous congregation.  Contributions for 2021 are about 
$3,000 less than 2020 which was a good year.  

The operating account netted a surplus of just over $12,000 
through October.  We anticipate a surplus at year end. 

The building fund netted $4,000.  And the net from the 
rental property was a deficit of $22,000 through October.  
We had a new roof and some other repairs to that property 
which totaled close to $50,000. 

We are thankful for all those who make our job on the 
finance committee easy with their generous support. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions 
about church finances or want more details of our accounts 

or statements. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Bill Brooks,  Chairperson 

Last year our church did a devotional study with Jean’s 
book “Everything Can Change in 40 Days.”  Jean also 
came on a Sunday morning and performed here at the 
church.  She has a wonderful testimony as well as a 
beautiful voice and a God-given talent for playing the 
violin. 

Mark your calendars and join us for this Christmas 
concert … you won’t regret it and will be greatly blessed. 

Purchase tickets at the door, on the Grace website 
graceumccambridge.org or at the church office. 

Ticket proceeds benefit ONE MISSION CAMBRIDGE, a 
cooperative ministry that will begin in 2022 to help those 
in need. 

BENEFIT CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

featuring JEAN  WATSON 
Accomplished singer and violinist 

 
  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18 
 4:00 P.M. 

 
    GRACE UM CHURCH  
 SANCTUARY 

Tickets $10 to benefit ONE MISSION CAMBRIDGE 

https://www.graceumccambridge.org/


Members and friends of Grace Church are a giving and 
generous congregation.  In the months of November and 
December we have lots of opportunities to give back to the 
community and those in need.  We finished up the Samaritan’s 
Purse Christmas Project in November.  We filled 50 shoeboxes, 

so 50 children that may not have gotten anything for Christmas, will get a box filled with gifts and 
love. 

We also gave out 25 Angel Tree cards in November.  The needs and wishes on each card might be all this child gets for 
Christmas. The cards also provided the child’s favorites and their sizes to make the buying easier.  As suggested for the past 
few years, many participants partnered up with someone to be able to fill ALL the child’s needs and wishes.  Gifts do not need 
to be wrapped.  Please put them in a large trash bag with the Angel card taped to it and return them by December 5th 
to the back of the Baraca room.  Thank you for making these children feel loved and for the parents to see that there are 
people that care.  

There is a sign up chart in the hallway across from Baraca so everyone can share in cooking for the Cold Weather Shelter 
again this year.  We still have Sunday nights starting from Dec 1st thru March 31st.  Friendship United Methodist Church helps 
us with the 2nd Sunday and Faith Baptist Fellowship helps us with the last Sunday of the month.  As in previous years,  we will 
provide dinner and dessert.  We ask that you be available to drop food off between 5:45 and 6:00 p.m, but you will not be 
asked to stay and serve.  We also ask that you provide your food in disposable containers so they do not have to be returned. 
If you don’t like to cook you can always do fried chicken and sides from a local store.  Thanks for your continued help with this 
Mission.  

The Cold Weather Emergency Shelter program for the homeless began in 2000.  The name changed to Cambridge Cold 
Weather Shelter, Inc. in 2017, at which time they began working in cooperation with the Salvation Army on Washington Street.   
We have been on board thru all these changes and now we are glad to work with the Salvation Army to provide meals. Praise 
God. 

The first of December a giving tree was put up in the back hallway.  We ask that you place warm gloves, scarfs and/or hats on 
this tree to be given out to the needy.  We usually need more men’s items than women’s but anything is appreciated. 

Missions still wants to have a Soup ’n’ Sweater Day.  It may not look like what we have done in the past.  Ideas are welcome.  I 
was thinking clothing outside on tables and soup to go, to be given out.  We are still in need of warm clothes, especially coats, 
so bring your discarded items to the church. 

Thanks to everyone that gives to help this Mission be the hands and feet of God and please keep us in your prayers. 

GRACE CHURCH 

MISSIONS 
Diane Twilley,  Chairperson 
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The SPRC offers best wishes to our church family and 
friends as we celebrate our Savior's birth and look forward 
to a new year of hope, optimism and exciting opportunities 
to share the love of Christ!  

STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS  

COMMITTEE 
Lynn Tanman, Chairperson 

 

 

Wendy Creighton 

10/10/2021 

On Sunday, November 7th, we remembered our members 
we have lost in the past year.  This is something we have 
been doing on All Saints Sunday for many years.  Those 
members were Faye Bromwell, Mary Cannon, Ogle (Timmie) 
Cannon, Wendy Creighton,  Barbara Hochreiner, Edna Mae 
Hoge, Madeline Parker and Peggy Tyler. 

We also honored our 50 and 60 year members with a 
certificate and pin. 

Fifty year members are JoAnne Baker, James Bishop, 
Martha Cannon, and Hope Marchewka. 

Sixty year members are Betsy Davis and Ed Kinnamon. 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Sue Foxwell, Chairperson 
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THE NIGHT BEFORE JESUS CAME 

By Butch Hachemeister 

T’was the night before Jesus came and all though the house not a creature was praying, not one in the house.  Their 
bibles lay closed without a care, in hopes that Jesus would not come there.  

The children were dressing to crawl into bed, not once ever kneeling or bowing a head.  Mom in her rocker with baby 
on her lap was watching the Late Show, while I took a nap.   

When out of the East there was came such a clatter, I sprang to my feet to see what was the matter. I stole away to 
the window and to my wondering eyes appeared,  Angels proclaiming Jesus was here.  With a light sending out a 
very bright ray, I knew in a moment this must be the day. 

The light that shown from Jesus’ face was so bright it made me cover my head … it was Jesus returning just like he 
said.  Though I possessed worldly wisdom and wealth, I cried when I saw him in spite of myself. 

In the book of life, which he held in his hand, were written the names of every saved woman and man.  He spoke not 
a word as he searched for my name and then he said it is not here as I hung my head in shame. 

The people whose names had been written with love, he gathered to take to his Father above.  Those who were 
ready rose without a sound, while all the rest were left standing around. 

I fell to my knees, but it was too late.  I had waited too long and thus sealed my fate. 

I stood and cried as they rose out of sight.  Oh, if only I had been ready tonight.  I should have earnestly believed 
when I prayed …  

I believe in God almighty maker of heaven and earth, in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, and was crucified dead and buried.  The third 
day he rose and ascended into heaven, seated at the right hand of God the Father and will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church.  The communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting. 

There is only one life, and when it comes to the last call, we will find that the Bible is true after all. 

Thank you to all who helped with the  
FEED THE TEAM MINISTRY! 

   The football season for CSD is over but 
we still have an opportunity to help with 
the winter athletic programs! After 
speaking with the CSD administration, 
they shared how they needed volunteers 
to help on the grill for the Basketball 
Games and Wrestling matches! What a 
great opportunity for us to meet families 
and take the Church out of the building!  I 
have a schedule for the month of 
December and January.  If you would like 
to help with this opportunity, please 
contact Rebecca. 

January is 
right around 
the corner, that 

means it’s time to start planning 
for the Youth Rally Wave 
2022. 

We are excited to have a group 
of 21 youth & adults that will 
head to Ocean City for an 
amazing weekend! 

We are excited to kick off 
our Youth Advent Study! 
Know a youth, send them 
our way! Would you like 
to help lead – we would 

love to have you join us! 

For more information on any youth event or questions about BOLD Youth, 
or if you’d like to grab a cup of coffee and chat, I’m only a call /email or 
text away!   rredmer@stpaulscambridge.com 443-521-1423 

   Rebecca Redmer 

mailto:rredmer@stpaulscambridge.com
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January 2022 

WinGS meeting 
5:30 p.m. / Baraca 

New 
Year’s 

Day 

CHURCH OFFICE 
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JANUARY 4 
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Worship on Radio 

Worship on Radio 
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Holy Communion 
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Jean 
Watson 
Christmas  
Concert 4:00 p.m. 
$10 at the door. 

Choir Christmas 
program 11:00 a.m. 

WinGS meeting 
5:30 p.m. / Baraca 

One Board Council meets 
 at 5:30 p.m. / Dr. Hines 

UNDECORATE 
CHURCH 8:00 A.M. 
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Advent Book Study  
9 a.m. / St. Paul’s 
5:30 p.m. / Grace 

Advent Book Study  
9 a.m. / St. Paul’s 
5:30 p.m. / Grace 

Advent Book Study  
9 a.m. / St. Paul’s 
5:30 p.m. / Grace 


