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“The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your 

father’s household to the land I will show you.”  Genesis 12:1 
 

H appy New Year!  A new year brings with it, among other things, possibility, 
hope, and uncertainty.  So much can happen and so much usually does.  We 

can’t predict what tomorrow will bring, but we do know WHO holds tomorrow.  
Life with God is always an awesome adventure. 

It certainly was for Abraham. Imagine how Abraham must have felt when 
God called him out of the blue to pack it all up and hit the road.  There he 
was minding his own business and God turned his life upside down.  Notice 
that no where in this call does God provide the final destination.  God only 

tells Abraham that eventually God will let him know he has arrived.  Imagine 
the faith it required for Abraham to pack up his family and his belongings and start walking.  Imagine the 
faith it required to travel without knowing where he was going or when he would even get there. 

Do we have that kind of faith?  Do we have the faith to leave our country, our people, our household and follow 
God into the unknown?  Do we have the faith of Abraham? 

The truth is God IS calling all of us into uncertainty…into the unknown. 

God IS calling all of us into a land that He will one day show us.  He leads.  We follow.  That is how it works. 

We rarely know where we are going.  In fact, we don’t know until we get there.  Where he leads us, will we 
follow? 

Will we, like Abraham, say yes to God? 

This new year brings us a fresh opportunity to say yes to the call God has placed on our lives.  God is calling 
each one of us.   

We don’t get a free pass.  Saying yes to God will most definitely require a leap of faith.  Saying yes to God will 
most definitely change everything in our lives. 

But listen to what God said to Abraham.  God said, “I will make you into a great nation,  and I will bless you;  I will 
make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and 
all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 

God was faithful to this promise and God will be faithful to us as well.  1 Thessalonians 5:24 reminds us that 
“the One who called you is completely dependable. If he said it, he’ll do it!” 

So go ahead.  Say YES! 

Take an adventure with God. 

After all, it’s a new year and each new year  is always filled with possibility, hope, and uncertainty! 

  
Pastor Tina 
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TRUSTEES COMMITTEE 
Skip Redmer,  Chairperson 

N ow that we are confident that the roof repair work at the 
parsonage and the church has been successful we will 

begin gathering estimates for the inside repair work needed 
at the church.  This will include ceiling repair as well as, 
scraping and painting in the stairway area across from the 
office.  We also have other areas that need scraping and 
painting that we will address.   

As a much-needed reminder, each of the thermostats in our 
church have instruction cards posted next to them.  They give 
us direction for winter and summer settings when we are 
vacating the specific room or the sanctuary.  In the winter 
they should be left on “Heat” and simply turned back to “60 
degrees.” In the summer the air conditioning needs to be 
“Turned Off” when we leave. 

Also, when you are the last person to vacate the church 
building, please be mindful to turn off all lights. 

Lastly, in light of the recent violent incidents involving 
churches, we must all be vigilant.  We must be aware of our 
surroundings whether day or night when we are attending 
functions at the church.  Our church building is equipped with 
a security alarm system that monitors the building when it is 
unoccupied.  We have, as you know, a card access system 
that gives individuals access to the church building.  The 
building should be locked, except for a few hours on Sunday 
morning.  However, recently I have discovered the rear 
kitchen door, one of the front sanctuary doors, and the 2nd 
floor door that leads to the stairwell entry used by Young Life 
left unsecured.  This is not acceptable.  When our Secretary 
is working, or any other member enters the building, the 
alarm system is turned off.  Any door left unsecure makes 
them a possible target. 

These concerns I’ve shared greatly affect our church and all 
who enter its doors.  Let us all take part in the efficient use of 
our utilities and keeping each other as safe as possible when 
we are in God’s house. 

I pray everyone has a blessed 2018. 

A s I wrote this article it was about 10 degrees outside 
and snow had blanketed our area.  It was a beautiful 

site.   However, as pretty as it is to look at, imagine not 
having a roof over your head during these cold 
temperatures.   

Our prayers for the homeless were answered and The 
Cambridge Cold Weather Shelter, Inc.  partnered with The 
Salvation Army to house as many homeless as they can.  
New temporary buildings are on the way to house even 
more and to make it easier for us to feed them.  Right now 
space is very limited, but, they are doing everything possible 
to make this happen.   

In light of these new arrangements, Grace Church still has 
the opportunity to cook and serve food on Sunday nights.  
We share this mission with Friendship Church and with First 
Baptist Church.  A sign- up sheet is in the hallway near the 
kitchen for you to help provide these Sunday dinners.  
Please come partake in this blessing.  If you can’t cook or 
serve there is always the opportunity to purchase food (fried 
chicken, pizza, etc.) and someone else can serve it.  And of 
course donations are needed very badly to enable us to 
serve the homeless which have been increasing in numbers 
each year. 

While preparing this article, I also got a call from Ricky 
Travers at Simmons Center Market about a young woman in 
tears  who was asking for work, and wanted to shovel snow 
or whatever he needed. This mother of four needed food.   
Ricky knows we often give out gift certificates for food, so he 
called to see if this was something we could do.  Please 
keep this family in your prayers and give your children an 
extra hug each night as you put them in their warm beds to 
sleep with full tummies.   

Grace Missions passed out 19 Angels from the Salvation 
Army to provide Christmas gifts for children in need. 
Clothes, toys and bikes covered the back of the Baraca 
room. Thank you to all that helped make Christmas happen 
for these children. 

In December, Missions and WinGs worked with a young 
couple so their children would have gifts under the tree 
Christmas morning.  We shared a covered dish dinner with 
the parents and then had a wrapping party.  What a blessing 
to see the faces of these young grateful parents.  WinGs   
stands for “Women in Grace serving” and we meet once a 
month.  Please come join us!  Pam Gray is our President of 
this group.  

The Backpack mission continues to grow.  Grace Missions 
now serves 25 children at Choptank Elementary, 25 at Sandy 
Hill Elementary and 16 at Warwick Elementary.  We meet 
every Friday morning at 10:00 a.m. here at the church to 
pack the bags and then we deliver them to the schools.  Help 
is always needed.  We have volunteers from the Quota Club 
and the Lions Club every week.  If you are interested in 
helping in February and March the dates are 
         February 2,9,16,23   
         March 2,9,16,23, (no school on the 30th) 

GRACE CHURCH 

 MISSIONS 
Diane Twilley,  Chairperson 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Bill Brooks,  Chairperson 

W e ended 2017 with a deficit in the operating 
account of $3,600.  The capital account had a 

deficit of $15,000.  The 503 Race Street rental property 
eased the losses with a surplus of $14,000.  We have had 
to rely heavily on this income for many years in the past. 

We saw an increase in the weekly contributions in the last 
quarter of 2017.  This is a nice trend but the increase is not 
enough to sustain us as we continue the work of the 
church on the existing level.  A few unusual large year end 
gifts helped to ease the amount of the deficit for 2017, but 
cannot be relied on. 

For the first time in many years there will be no increase in 
salaries for 2018. 

Our expenditures are very conservative and cannot be 
shaved if we are to maintain our ministry and the property 
that we own. 

I hope each of us can prayerfully consider our 
contributions.  We are a busy church with many ministries 
that reach and benefit our church and our community.  We 
need to pray that we can continue our ministries. 

As always, feel free to contact me if you have questions 
about the church finances. 

billbrooks52@yahoo.com      410-228-8376  

Thank you for your support of Grace United Methodist 
Church. 

MEMBERSHHIP COMMITTEE 
Diane Twilley,  Chairperson 

W e are small in number, but we try to stay in touch 
with everybody that needs us.  Our goal is to be 

there for all members and friends of Grace Church.  Each 
committee member has a list of names that they are 
responsible to keep in touch with. If you are interested in 
helping with this mission please let me know. WE NEED 
MORE VOLUNTEERS.   

If you know of someone that needs a card, a call or a visit,  
please let the church office or myself know.  If you are that 
someone that needs any of these things, please let us 
know.  Look around Sunday morning and if you haven’t 
seen the person that usually sits next to you for a while, let 
us know.  It is nice to know that we are looking out for each 
other. 

This November, the Membership Committee, along with 
the WinGs ladies, put together gift bags that went out to 
our shut-ins and our college students.  We wanted them to 
know they are missed and thought of often.   

Tuesdays, February 20 to 
 March 20, 2018 

12 noon to 1:00 p.m. 

Grace United Methodist Church 

Sponsored by the Faith Alliance of 
Dorchester County 

W e will gather at noontime in the Baraca Room of 
Grace Church for a 20-minute devotional time, led 

by five pastors from our area, followed by a soup and 
sandwich lunch, prepared by five community churches.  
Free-will offering.  Everyone is welcome to participate.  
Call 443-521-0039 for information. 

D ue to the way the holidays 
fell and our extreme cold 

weather causing the church 
services to be changed, the children have not been able 
to practice.  So I cancelled our singing for January.  We 
are now back on schedule and preparing songs for 
February and March.  We hope you will join us the 
second Sunday of each month to listen to our song 
selections.  Until then stay warm. 

JUNIOR/CHILDREN’S 

CHOIR 
Bonnie McCollister, Director 

 

 

 

Dorothy Vincent 

12/13/17 

Elizabeth (Betty) Mills 

1/14/18 

 

mailto:billbrooks52@yahoo.com
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BRENDA’S CORNER 
Brenda Gremillion, Music Director 

H appy New Year!  I first want to thank everyone for the kind words and joy expressed to me concerning 
the presentation of our Christmas Cantata, "The First Noel."  Secondly, I want to thank our senior choir 

for all the hard work they did to get this cantata ready for the presentation.  A special thank you goes to Chris 
Kidd for stepping in and directing, due to my illness.  She did a fantastic job! God has showed me that He is 
always faithful, and that no matter the circumstance, He is in control.  What a Loving and Faithful Heavenly 
Father we have!   

The Senior Choir is looking forward to the presentation of their Easter Cantata, "On a Hill Too Far Away."  
They will present this beautiful cantata on Sunday, April 8. in the Sanctuary.  I know you will be blessed as 
you listen to this touching, reflective and powerful Easter story.  From Christ's last communion to His 
Resurrection, you will feel like you are there, witnessing the events that gave the world an opportunity to 
receive redemption for our sins and eternal life with our Lord.   

This cantata is truly one of the most beautiful and moving Easter Cantatas ever written.  Please bring your 
family and friends and celebrate the glory and celebration of Easter!  We look forward to seeing you there! 

F orest Gump said it best when he said, “Life is like a box 
of chocolates.  You never know what you’re going to 

get.”  This is so true in our personal lives, as well as in the 
life of the church.  We face many personal challenges 
throughout our lifetime.  It could be illness like cancer, or the 
loss of a loved one.  In the church, it could be the loss of 
membership, or a financial burden.  Whatever the circum-
stances, we must still have faith and trust in our God to lead 
us through the difficult times. 

So, my prayer for this new year is that we place our trust in 
God.  Trust God to give us wisdom to make good decisions 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
Gene Skinner,  Chairperson 

regarding the work of the Church.  Trust God to show us 
how faith in the Lord can exceed our expectations.  Trust 
God to give us hope for the future of our Church, that we 
may be strong as one body.  Trust God to show us love 
and forgiveness for one another, as He loves and forgives 
us.  Trust God to give us guidance and direction in our lives, 
so we may live according to His will.  And trust God to be our 
rock and our salvation in all situations.  These things I ask in 
the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 



10:00 to 
11:00 a.m. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
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SUNDAY SERVICES   
 8:45 a.m.—Early Morning Grace 
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
        11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship      

4 

 

5 6 7 8 

 
9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

10:00 to 
11:00 a.m. 

Worship on Radio 

Food Pantry Day 
Mission Collection 

One Board Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 

Junior /Children’s 
Choir sings 

11:00 a.m. worship 

Daylight Savings Begins 

12 Noon 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

10:00 to 
11:00 a.m. 

Prayer Warriors 
for Cancer 12 N 

Prayer Warriors 
for Cancer 12 N 

10:00 to 
11:00 a.m. 

10:00 to 
11:00 a.m. 

4th Sunday in Lent 

Communion 
EMG & 11:00 a.m. 

12 Noon 
Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

5:30 p.m.—WinGS   
 Baraca Class Prayer Warriors 

for Cancer 12 N 

Sr. Choir Practice— 8p.m. 

Maundy Thursday  

Service— 7p.m. Prayer Warriors 
for Cancer 12 N 

2nd Sunday in Lent 

1st Sunday in Lent 

3rd Sunday in Lent 

March 2018 

12 Noon 

10:00 to 
11:00 a.m. 

10:00 to 
11:00 a.m. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

 

2 3 
 SUNDAY SERVICES   
 8:45 a.m.—Early Morning Grace 
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
                  11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship        

4 5 6 

 

7 
 

8 

 

9 10 

11 12 
 

13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28    

February 2018 

Jr. Choir sings 
11:00 a.m. worship 

President’s Day 

Food Pantry Day 
Mission Collection 

Worship on Radio 

Communion 
EMG & 11:00 a.m. 

Prayer Warriors 
for Cancer 12 N 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

10:00 to 
11:00 a.m. 

10:00 to 
11:00 a.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

5:30 p.m.—WinGS   
 Dr. Hines 

Prayer Warriors 
for Cancer 12 N 

Prayer Warriors 
for Cancer 12 N 

It bears all things, 
    believes all things, 
          endures all things. 

I Corinthians 13:7-8 

ASH  
WEDNESDAY  

5th Sunday in Lent 

6th Sunday in Lent Easter Cantata - 7p.m. 

Walk of the 
Cross 4-6 p.m. 
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