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FROM PASTOR CHRIS 
 
“Grace-full” Summer! 
 
With COVID cases plummeting in the U.S., the mask mandate lifted, and the 
return of warm weather – I’m getting excited for all the opportunities before 
us to fellowship with one another and to ramp up our engagement in the 
community!  Christ gave his Church a mission which is captured well in the 
UMC mission statement: “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world.” This mission calls upon us to love God and love our neighbors which is 
exactly what we will be focusing on doing at a church family. 
 
Here are a few ways we will be on mission: 

Children’s Church starts on June 6th! Families with children are welcome to come together to 
attend worship in the Sanctuary at 11am.  After a time of opening worship, the children will be 
invited to follow our children’s team leaders to Children’s Church where they will enjoy age-
appropriate lessons and fun.   

BOLD Youth Group will be hosting a Neighborhood BBQ w/Youth Worship on the fourth 
Sundays of the month. Grace UMC is now a ministry partner of BOLD youth ministries as we 
invest into the lives of area youth. The themed Neighborhood BBQ’s will be held in Grace’s 
parking lot on the following dates: June 27th Luau theme, July 25th Carnival theme, and August 
22nd Back to School theme.   

Summer Sermon Series: “David, A Man After God’s Own Heart” What does it take to be a man 
or woman ‘after God’s own heart’? Starting in June, we will be exploring the life of one of the 
most well-known, faithful and flawed characters found in the Old Testament. 

Dinner with the King – In conjunction with the sermon series, I will be leading a summer Bible 
study on King David which will include a pot-luck dinner, teaching and table discussions.  This 
study will be held in the fellowship hall of St. Paul’s UMC beginning Thursday, June 17th at 
5:30pm.  More details will be forthcoming. 

 
We are also exploring the idea of establishing a Christian Mission Center here at Grace which would offer 
help to those in need in our community while bringing the area churches together as partners in ministry.  
There is a lot of discussion and planning needed for this idea to become reality and anyone who is 
interested in being involved in the initial planning should contact me at pastorpettit@gmail.com or call 
the church office (410-228-4353) 
 
May this be a Grace-Full Summer! 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Chris 

mailto:pastorpettit@gmail.com
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SPECIAL FYI: 
I will be ordained a full elder in the United Methodist Church on Saturday, 
June 12th at 2:00 p.m.  If you would like to watch the live stream of the Or-
dination Ceremony, go to the Peninsula-Delaware Conference Facebook 
page or the Peninsula Delaware UMC Videos Youtube Page. 

Several people have asked me what is happening at the 
denominational level regarding the potential future split of 
the denomination.  As many of you are probably aware, our 
denomination, as well as nearly every other mainline, has 
been engaged in prolonged debates over issues 
surrounding homosexuality.  Within the United Methodist 
Church, the debates have centered around the ordination of 
‘self-avowed, practicing homosexuals’ and the rules that 
prevent UMC pastors from officiating same sex weddings. 
While these are the presenting issues, the divide in our 
denomination goes quite deeper.  Like the current political 
division in our country, leadership within the UMC seems to 
have moved from the middle to the extremes of progressive 
versus traditional theology.   

Life in the extremes has resulted in irreconcilable differences 
which have been clearly on display during the last several 
General Conferences.  General Conference is where 
delegates from UM Annual Conferences from around the 
world come together every four years to vote on matters that 
impact the whole church.  During the last special General 
Conference in 2019, the divide was so great that, even 
though the delegates voted by majority to maintain the 
existing stance on prohibiting homosexual clergy from being 
ordained and not permitting same sex weddings, many on 
both sides agreed that the future would be better if the 
church amicably split.  

In January 2020, a working group of clergy and laity 
representing progressive, centrist and traditional churches, 
along with an outside mediator, developed and presented 
the Separation Protocol agreement 
(www.gracethroughseparation.com) which will allow United 
Methodist churches and conferences to choose to either 
stay in United Methodist Church or to affiliate with a new 
Methodist denomination without losing their property and 
incurring expensive costs.  The Protocol was to be voted on 

FUTURE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Chris Pettit, Pastor 

during the 2020 General Conference, but then COVID 
struck.  The 2020 General Conference was initially 
postponed to 2021, but with COVID still ravaging so many 
countries, in February of this year, GC was postponed again 
until 2022.  

In the meantime, groups like the Wesleyan Covenant 
Association (traditional) and the “Out of Chaos…
Creation” (centrist/progressive) have been laying the 
groundwork and organizing new Methodist denominations.  
Chris Ritter has written an informative article that compares 
the two on the website www.peopleneedjesus.net; search 
for “Two Methodisms: A Comparative Chart”. 

Some UM Churches have decided not to wait for the 
Protocol and are cutting ties now.  During our upcoming 
Annual Conference in June, we will be voting on up to 
eleven Pen-Del conference churches that have decided to 
disaffiliate from the UM Church.  This is an expensive 
avenue to take that I would not recommend, but each church 
needs to discern what is right for them.   

What should we do? I keep going back to a conversation I 
had with Reverend Jerome Tilghman of Waugh Chapel and 
St. Luke’s UMC. When I asked what he thought, he replied “I 
hear a lot of people say ‘I think we ought to do this’ or ‘I think 
we ought to do that’, and my question is, ‘have you asked 
God what He wants us to do?’” A wise response. I do 
believe that we will have hard decisions to make in the 
coming months and years, and when the time comes, I 
promise to lead us through a time of prayer and discernment 
so that we may go wherever the Lord is calling us.  In the 
meantime, we are United Methodists and we are uniquely 
situated in a particular place and time to share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ with the people of Cambridge.  Let’s 
focus on strengthening Grace UMC and lovingly serve our 
community.   

http://www.gracethroughseparation.com
http://www.peopleneedjesus.net
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Grace Church continues to have a very 
giving and generous congregation.  
Contributions for 2021 year to date are 
close to $68,000 through April.  And the 
operating account netted close to 
$11,000 through April. The building fund 
lost $ 1000 and the net from the rental 
property was    $13,000 through April.  

Considering the size and age of our 
facilities, it is always comforting to have 
the building fund available for 
emergencies or planned improvements.  
And we have adequate resources readily 
available to meet future needs.  A new 
roof at 503 Race Street. is in the process 
for $52,000. 

We have been very blessed with 
generous bequests from former 
members.   

The church has an automated giving 
program that can be used rather than 
writing checks.  Check in with the church 
office for instructions setting up this 
service. 

We are thankful for all those who make 
our job on the finance committee easy 
with their generous support. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have 
any questions about church finances or 
want more details of our accounts or 
statements. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Bill Brooks,  Chairperson 

Summer is right around the corner!  Beautiful flowers, blue 
skies, long sunny days are upon us!  New growth and exciting 
new possibilities, with the end of the pandemic in sight!  We are 
changed people, following this difficult and isolating 18 months.   

As Christians, our faith has grown, our appreciation for life has 
grown stronger, and our priorities are more focused on things 
that matter.  And, our choir will be back July 4th!!!  What a 
gifted choir we have!  Thank you for your prayers and support 
this past 18 months!     

We are looking forward to a wonderful year of music, praising 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!! 

In January 2021, the trustees welcomed Wayne Towers and Barney Fairall to 
the committee.  They will be filling the vacancies of Ed Kinnamon and Ricky 
Fitzhugh who have completed their term as trustees.  We thank Ed and Ricky for 
their time and commitment.  The current Grace Church trustees are Bill Twilley, 
Val Brown, Wayne Towers, Barney Fairall, Byron Cameron and myself, Skip 
Redmer (Chairperson). 

January also found us back in the basement upgrading more of the boiler 
equipment.  There are two (2) recirculating pumps that return water back into the 
boiler.  One of them has been on the blink causing the other to work harder.  We 
had Tate Engineering back to check this equipment out.  We found out there 
was not a need to have two (2) pumps now.  We now have a new pump and 
tank.   Our heating system is now ready for many more years of service. 

Our building next door at 503 Race Street is never without maintenance of some 
sort.  There has been some leaking in the past from the roof area and we 
thought it was resolved.  However, after our first little snow this past winter the 
leaking issues came back to haunt us again.  This prompted the trustees to seek 
multiple estimates for roof replacement.  After hearing from all three roofing 
contractors, the trustees met and voted to contract Delmarva Roofing to do the 
work.  The down payment has been paid, however due to material shortages the 
work may not be able to start until late July. 

Lastly, one of the front TV’s in the sanctuary stopped working.  It was decided to 
replace both of the front TV’s and upgrade them to a larger size.  The new TV’s 
were purchased from Best Buy.  On Monday, May 24th, four able-bodied men 
met to accomplish the task of replacing the TV’s.  I’d like to thank Pastor Chris, 
Wayne Towers, Scott Redmer for helping me complete this project. 

We are always looking at maintenance issues in and around the church 
property.  At present, some of the items on our list include hallway flooring, 
roofing, painting, carpeting, etc.  We are working on addressing these needs. 

Summer is just around the corner.  Have a safe, enjoyable, and blessed summer 

season. 

TRUSTEES COMMITTEE 
Skip Redmer, Chairperson 

 BRENDA’S CORNER 
Brenda Gremillion, Music Director 

A primary responsibility of this committee involves 
working closely with Pastor Chris and our District 
Superintendent Rev. Elmer Davis Jr. to "develop a 
church profile that reflects the needs, characteristics 
and opportunities for mission of the charge 
consistent with the church's statement of purpose."  

We thank Pastor Chris for his steadfast leadership 
during the challenging times created by the 
Pandemic. As we move forward, we will continue to 
work together to enhance our ministry as a church to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ. 

PASTOR/STAFF  

PARISH RELATIONS 
Lynn Tanman, Chairperson 



Blessings to all!  As the new chairperson of the 
membership committee I want  thank Bev Mulliken for her 
leadership with the committee over the past several 
years and I look forward to stepping into her shoes. 

Our Committee met in April and reviewed the active and 
shut-in membership lists and made corrections and 
updates.  We also discussed ways to reach out and stay 
in contact with our members.   

The current committee members are Martha Cannon, 
Nellie Foxwell, Sue Foxwell, Vicki Hayden, Christine 
Kidd, Joanne Rue, Gail Skinner, Clara Mae Stephens, 
Lynn Tanman, Bev Travers, Diane Twilley and Cheryl 
Willey. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 10 at 
5:30 p.m. in the Dr. Hine’s Room.  We always welcome 
new members.   

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Sue Foxwell, Chairperson 

 Charles Bramble 

8/25/2020 

Edna Mae Hoge 

12/10/2020 

 

Ogle (Timmie)Cannon 

12/11/2020 

Peggy Tyler 

1/25/2021 

Barbara J. Hochreiner 

1/26/2021 

Faye Bromwell 

3/15/2021 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
10:00 a.m.—Baraca Class / Adult Sunday 
   School 
11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship        

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 
 

9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29   

June 2021 

Worship on Radio 

Missions Sunday 

Worship on Radio 

11:00 a.m. 

Holy 

Communion 

Holy 

Communion 

11:00 a.m. 

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Holy 

Communion 

11:00 a.m. 

Holy 

Communion 

11:00 a.m. 

Neighborhood BBQ 
June 27th, 4:00 p.m. 
Parking lot of Grace UMC 

GOODIE 
TIME 

9:00 a.m. 
St. Paul’s UM Church 

GOODIE 
TIME 

9:00 a.m. 
St. Paul’s UM Church 

GOODIE 
TIME 

9:00 a.m. 
St. Paul’s UM Church 

GOODIE 
TIME 

9:00 a.m. 
St. Paul’s UM Church 

GOODIE 
TIME 

9:00 a.m. 
St. Paul’s UM Church 



Missions has been delivering back 
packs to Warwick Elementary 

School to be given out on Friday’s for the selected children 
to enjoy over the weekend.  With the school year coming to 
an end we will be finishing up with that mission until next 
September.  We also made several deliveries of snacks, 
paper towels, and hand wipes to Sandy Hill Elementary 
School for the kindergarten and pre-K classes.   

Our on-going, day-to-day outreach helps families with utility 
bills, rent, cost of medicine, emergency food, and many other 
needs..  

A donation was made to The Empowerment Center to help 
with their Youth programs.   

On the last Sunday of March, Grace Missions provided a 
meal to the homeless shelter to finish out our commitment 
for this year.   We look forward to working with them again 

GRACE CHURCH 

MISSIONS 
Diane Twilley,  Chairperson 

next winter.  The Cold Weather Shelter and The Salvation 
Army partner up to serve the homeless in our community.  
They are making a big difference and providing much 
needed help. A big thanks to both organizations. 

Please contact me if you know of a need where Grace 
Missions could assist.  We pray to be a light in our 
community and make a difference in someone’s life.  

I am your church.  I reflect you as clearly as a mirror.  If my 
outward appearance is pleasing and inviting; kind, yet 
business like; friendly, yet sincere; sympathetic, yet strong; 
it is because you made me so. 

There are those who want my friendship, but if they should 
find me lesser than they desire, don’t condemn me.  I show 
only the life I receive from you.   

You may be assured that I will respond to your every 
expressed desire.  For I am the reflected image of you, so 
make me what you will. 

YOUR CHURCH 
By Butch Hachemeister 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 25 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

July 2021 

Worship on Radio 

Missions Sunday 

Worship on Radio 

Holy 

Communion 

11:00 a.m. 

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Holy 

Communion 

11:00 a.m. 

Holy 

Communion 

11:00 a.m. 

Holy 

Communion 

11:00 a.m. 

GOODIE 
TIME 

9:00 a.m. 
St. Paul’s UM Church 

GOODIE 
TIME 

9:00 a.m. 
St. Paul’s UM Church 

GOODIE 
TIME 

9:00 a.m. 
St. Paul’s UM Church 

GOODIE 
TIME 

9:00 a.m. 
St. Paul’s UM Church 

Neighborhood BBQ 
July 25th, 4:00 p.m. 
Parking lot of Grace UMC 



WINGS (WOMEN IN GRACE SERVING) 

Diane Twilley, President 

WinGS met May 13th for our last meeting until the fall.  I 
want to thank all the ladies that come out each month to 
support our mission statement shown below..  We are 
always looking for and welcome new members. 

WinGS often holds fund raisers to help with projects around 
the church, to fund our adopted child with World Vision, to 
support our work with The Eastern Shore Hospital Center, 
and to help with needy families at Christmas.   

Our last fund raiser was the Cake Take.  If you got a cake, 
we hope you enjoyed it.  We had fun doing it.   If you didn’t 
get to participate this time and purchase a cake,  we hope to 
have more donated cakes to sell next year and distribute  on 
Mother’s Day weekend. 
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WinGS is currently working with the church Trustees to give 
the women’s bathroom in the hallway a face lift.  Before that 
could be started the Trustees had to make much needed 
repairs to stop a leak overhead.  We will proceed with that 
makeover in the coming months.   

After a summer hiatus, our next meeting will be held in 
September.  

 

Women of Grace are united in Christian Fellowship and 
vow to love God and encourage one another to use our 
God given gifts and talents in service to Grace United 

Methodist Church and our community.” 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 SUNDAY SERVICES 10:00 a.m.— Baraca Class / Adult Sunday School 
                          11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship        

Church Council  
6:30 p.m. 

August 2021 

Worship on Radio 

Missions Sunday 

Deadline for articles 
for Fall newsletter 

Worship on Radio 

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Holy 

Communion 

11:00 a.m. 

Holy 

Communion 

11:00 a.m. 

Holy 

Communion 

11:00 a.m. 

Holy 

Communion 

11:00 a.m. 

GOODIE 
TIME 

9:00 a.m. 
St. Paul’s UM Church 

GOODIE 
TIME 

9:00 a.m. 
St. Paul’s UM Church 

GOODIE 
TIME 

9:00 a.m. 
St. Paul’s UM Church 

GOODIE 
TIME 

9:00 a.m. 
St. Paul’s UM Church 

GOODIE 
TIME 

9:00 a.m. 
St. Paul’s UM Church 

Holy 

Communion 

11:00 a.m. Neighborhood BBQ 
August 22nd, 4:00 p.m. 
Parking lot of Grace UMC 


