
 

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

NEWSLETTER 

Winter 2022 
Church phone:  410-228-4353 / Pastor Cell: 410-739-4364 
Email:  OFFICE@gracecambridge.comcastbiz.net 
Website:  www.graceumccambridge.org 

Pastor: Chris Pettit       Newsletter Editor:  Martha Cannon 

FROM PASTOR CHRIS 
 

Waiting on the Lord   

I wait on the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope. (Psalm 130:5) 

Are you in a season of waiting?  I know we are all waiting for the latest COVID surge to 
diminish and waiting for this pandemic to end.  Our healthcare workers are especially 
waiting for the number of patients in need of care to decrease dramatically. Maybe you are 
waiting for a new job, or for test results, or for an end to a loved one’s suffering. Are you 
waiting for a sign, or for a new opportunity, or a much-needed vacation?  

As can be expected, much of my waiting is centered around church-related issues.  
Waiting for the right time to have people gather in our home-based small groups, waiting 
to see how One Mission Cambridge (the new cooperative ministry) progresses forward, 
waiting to see how God is going to use St. Paul’s and Grace to bring about spiritual 
transformation to our city.  

Waiting is hard. Who likes to wait?  I’ve never stood in a line thinking “this is so much 
fun!” We want things to happen, problems solved, desires fulfilled, hopes realized, 
difficulties to end.  It can be frustrating to wait.  For some of us, we don’t wait very well.  
We try to force things to happen, we move forward too fast, and often make matters worse 
(or am I the only one guilty of this?) 

May I make a recommendation to you in this season of waiting?  Read and meditate on 
Psalm 130.  Commit it to memory.  Read it every morning until you can recite it by heart. 
Dwell on the words of the Psalmist, let it seep in and shape your thinking and your actions.  
I have tried to do so this past week, especially verse 5 which I quoted above.  Psalm 130 
reminds us that the Lord is present, his love for us is unending, even during times of 
waiting.  He is in charge and we can trust in his Word and hold onto his promises. While 
we may want quick resolution, God will use this time of waiting to strengthen your faith as 
he brings about his good will for all of creation.  As the familiar hymn “Great is Thy 
Faithfulness” proclaims, our Lord provides “strength for today and bright hope for 
tomorrow.”   

 
 Pastor Chris 

February—March 



For several years, attendance within our various adult 
Sunday school classes has declined. Class formats have 
changed little over the years. Faithful, dedicated members 
have attempted to maintain classes struggling with an aging 
population, members leaving, a general decline in regular 
attendance, the impact of Covid and most recently a boiler 
breakdown.  It has been difficult to maintain teachers and 
recruit those willing to take leadership positions. 

One of Grace Church’s strongest ministries is the broadcast 
of the Baraca Class over the radio, one maintained for 
approximately 75 years. While the number of regular 
listeners is down, the broadcast is still a strong and 
important ministry. But it too, could use some updating. 

A few months ago, a small group of current and former 
teachers/class leaders began to discuss what could be done 
to breathe new life in this essential part of our Church.  
Beginning with a clean sheet of paper we dreamed. We 
discussed strengths, weaknesses, nice to haves, developing 
several scenarios.  We prayed.  A consensus was reached, 
acknowledging the importance of the radio ministry and it 
should be continued, creating a new class, putting aside the 
past and looking forward to becoming a class that would 
provide a welcoming, inspiring, educational environment.  
An experience that should be inviting to former attenders of 
the various classes, inviting to Grace members that have not 

been attending “Sunday School”, and inviting to those 
looking for a new place to worship. 

With these objectives in mind, on the first Sunday of Lent, 
March 6, Grace Adult Sunday School will begin a new 
journey.  A fellowship time with coffee and donuts will begin 
at 9:15. Each week designated greeters will be on hand to 
welcome those attending and following up on any visitors. 
Class will return to 9:45 – 10:45 a,m. and continue to be 
broadcast on WCEM 1240 AM.  The class will begin with 
contemporary music and utilize traditional hymns during the 
class.  The teaching format will include a “quarterly lesson 
series” utilizing student books for those wanting to 
participate.  A group of lay teachers is being assembled to 
deliver the lesson. Pastor Chris and possibly Rev Craig 
Gaunt will each have a Sunday in the schedule.  Worship 
service will begin at 11:00.    

We remain open to ideas that might improve the worship 
experience. In the meantime, we will move forward to put 
this plan into operation and invite all to come check it out, 
take advantage of the fellowship and the opportunity to 
better understand God’s plan for our work. Our plan is still a 
work in progress.  We continue to encourage sponsorship of 
the radio program. If you have questions, or are interested in 
sponsoring or helping in anyway, (teacher, greeter, 
refreshments, computer tech) please contact Allen Nelson or 
Joanne Rue. 

BOLD Youth continue to meet weekly and 
host the 4th Sunday Fellowship at St. Paul’s 

after the 9:15 service! 
We invite you to stop by any of our 

meetings or events and hang out with us! 
Join the fun and help share God’s word 

with our youth! 
February is the month for love and we will 

be digging deeper into God’s love! 

Every Year BOLD Youth 
travels to Yardley UMC in 

Yardley, PA for  
My Calling Mission Trip!   
This year’s dates are : 
July 10th – July 14th!    

This is a great time of service, 
fellowship, worship and fun! 

Interested in joining us?  We 

would love to have you!  

BOLD YOUTH MINISTRY has partnered with 

Cambridge-South Dorchester High School to offer 

the students a “Break Room”!  Every Monday I go 

to CSD and set up a room filled with mindfulness 

activities! From coloring books to fidgets to 

inspirational activities or just a seat for the kids to take a 

minute and regroup!  This has been awesome!  Please pray for this ministry 

and for our students! 
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GRACE ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Allen Nelson 

Rebecca Redmer, Director of Young People’s Ministries 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 



Grace Church continues to have a very giving and generous 
congregation.  Contributions for 2021 were roughly the 
same as the best year we have had.   

The operating account netted a surplus of just over $31,000.  
The building fund netted $5,800.  And the net from the rental 
property was a deficit of $20,000.   We had a new roof and 
some other repairs to that property which totaled close to 
$50,000. 

We are thankful for all those who make our job on the 
finance committee easy with their generous support. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions 
about church finances or want more details of our accounts 
or statements. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Bill Brooks,  Chairperson 

Hello and Happy Winter!!   

Winter has certainly come in like a roaring lion and 
continues to bring us frigid weather!  Everyone, please 
stay warm and safe during this season of cold and 
Covid.   

Come and enjoy our church services, be blessed by 
our Pastor’s messages, enjoy the beautiful music of 
our choir and sing hymns with us, all in praise and 
worship to our Everlasting God and Father!  Let us 
celebrate the peace and love of our Living God with 
joy and exultation!!   

Come, worship and bring a friend!  As Christians, God 
has asked us to share the message of faith and joy 
that only He can give.  I look forward to seeing you 
soon! 

 BRENDA’S CORNER 
Brenda Gremillion, Music Director 

Over the past months, interested persons from several 
local churches have met to explore the feasibility of 
establishing a cooperative faith-based program to address 
some of the difficulties and challenges confronted by many 
in our community. 

This cooperative mission and ministry program was 
supported and affirmed with the award of a fully funded 
Congregational Development Corporation Grant.  This 
Peninsula-Delaware Conference grant provides funds to 
hire an Executive Director of Cooperative Missions.  This 
person will spearhead and champion the cause and 
provide steady leadership to ensure progress and 
successful implementation of steps to meet the goals and 
objectives of this ministry. 

The SPRC of Grace Church was tasked with forming a 
subcommittee to develop a job description, posting the job 
offering, interviewing qualified candidates, and making a 
hiring recommendation.  The subcommittee was 
composed of trusted members of a working advisory 
group who were familiar with the vision of the project. 

I would like to extend gratitude to the committee for their 
intense focus on the task, their considerable time and 
prayerful consideration in making this extremely important 
decision. 

PASTOR/STAFF PARISH RELATIONS 
Lynn Tanman, Chairperson 

The SPRC is pleased to accept the committee’s 
recommendation to hire Krista Pettit as the Executive 
Director of Cooperative Missions.  Krista brings a wealth, 
depth and breadth of knowledge and experience to the 
position, having previously started a non-profit organization 
from scratch. 

Until further notice, the SPRC of Grace Church will have 
oversight and supervision of this position.  To clarify, this 
position does not report to nor receive evaluation from the 
Pastor of Grace United Methodist Church. 

This is an exciting and awesome opportunity for the 
partners in the project to share and spread this love of God 
with our community neighbors and those in need.  Much 
remains to be done.  There will be many opportunities to 
become involved in this mission. 

Krista will be happy to provide additional information on this 
project, as well as ways in which we can support and 
advance its success. 

Please consistently pray for this mission, its vision, and 

specifically Krista as she begins her role as our Executive 

Director of Cooperative Missions. 

Grace Church Newsletter,  Winter 2022 page  3 



Happy New Year!  Welcome 2022!  One 
thing I am excited for in the new year is 
the formation of One Mission Cambridge! 

One Mission Cambridge is a coalition of 
Christian Churches in Cambridge working 
together to love God and serve 
people.  The idea is to consolidate but not 
duplicate programs and resources to best 
serve the community.   

One Mission Cambridge is in the planning 
phase, and as the new Director, I am 
inviting people from Cambridge-Area 
Churches to participate in establishing the 
center to meet the practical and 
spiritual needs of our vulnerable 
neighbors.  All Christian Churches in the 
Cambridge-Area are invited to participate 
in One Mission Cambridge!  The plan is to 
establish a daily food pantry set up in a 
store-like model, Biblical Counseling, 
Community Dinners, and a resource 
center to connect folks to area 
resources.   

I invite you to become involved in One 
Mission Cambridge!! 

 Pray for One Mission Cambridge (join 
all church members to pray 5 at 5:00) 

 Tell community members about this 
new initiative  

Pass along my contact information to 
local church leaders:   

410-739-4363 

 kristapettit@gmail.com 

One Mission Cambridge Prayer Guide              

NOTE FROM KRISTA PETTIT 
Executive Director, One Mission Cambridge 

Please Pray for 
One Mission Cambridge! 

One Mission Cambridge will be a 

 Coalition of Christian Churches 

JOINING FORCES TO MEET THE PRACTICAL AND SPIRITUAL NEEDS OF OUR 
VULNERABLE NEIGHBORS. 

CHRISTIANS COMING TOGETHER TO LOVE GOD AND NEIGHBOR 
ALL CAMBRIDGE-AREA CHRISTIAN CHURCHES ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE. 

For More Information, please contact 
Krista PettIt: 410-739-4363 

5 Prayers to Pray at 5:00  
 
1. The Love of Christ to be Apparent in Every Aspect of One 

Mission Cambridge 

2. Commitment from Churches 

3. Discernment on Program Offerings 

4. Spirit of Cooperation and Sacrifice 

5. Financial Provision  
 

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask 
anything according to his will, he hears us. 

1 John 5:14 NKJV 

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL 
Pastor Chris Pettit 

Starting with Lent which begins on Wednesday, March 2nd, I will be encouraging 
members of Grace to read the 40 day devotional book “Thoughtful Prayers for 
Serious Believers” by Harold Bussell. 

Books will be available at the church before the end of February.  A $10 donation 
will help cover the cost. 
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Blessings to all… May this,truly be a better new year.  

Psalm 52:8 

But I am like an olive tree, flourishing in the house of God. I 
trust in God’s unfailing love, forever and ever. 

Our committee, along with WinGs, enjoyed putting together 
Christmas gift bags for our shut-in members. I believe each 
of us filled our hearts with gratefulness for being able to 
provide these bags again this year. 

I would like to reach out to all of our church members asking 
if anyone has an idea of how the membership committee, 
can be more attentive to our members… We are open for 
any suggestions. 

I will close, by asking all of you to continue to pray for 

healing of this world, for those who are in need, and those 

who are ill. 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Sue Foxwell, Chairperson 

The first Trustees meeting was held on January 11th. During the 
prior weekend the church’s steam boiler, the heart of the 
central heating system broke. This event has presented Grace 
Church with a major problem. Work began immediately to find 
out what happened and what it is going to take to have a fully 
functioning central heating system. In this age of product 
shortage, back up in parts delivery and back ups in work 
projects for many companies, the process is going to take an 
undetermined amount of time to get back up and running. 
As a stop gap measure, we are dependent on 3 space heaters, 
a couple of window units, 2 furnaces that heat the Dr. Hines  
building and a heat pump system that heats the kitchen and 
two bathrooms at the rear entrance to the church.  

In addition, an engineer and two boiler companies have been 
engaged in conjunction with the Trustees to do due diligence in 
determining the best possible solution to present to the One 
Board for approval. 

During the up coming weeks, Pastor Chris is leading the plan to 
make the best of the situation and conducting as many of the 
ongoing church calendar activities as possible. Adjustments are 
being made in the calendar and the way and location of Sunday 
School classes, worship services, choir practice and etc. will be 
conducted.   

Presently, the 11:00 worship service is being held in the Baraca 
classroom and the Children’s church is being held in the Faith 
Builders classroom. 

Everyone’s patience may be tested from time to time, however 
we know that “patience” is just one of the “fruits of the spirit” 
God provides through the Holy Spirit. So please be patient and 
considerate of others as we move forward and add to the “List 
of FIVE” a sixth request to God, to help us find a pathway that 
will enable Grace Church’s congregation to continue to be HIS 
working servant on the corner of Race and Muir Streets.   

The Trustee Committee members are: Joanne Rue, Jane 
Dorman, Richard Blake, Barney Fairall, Byron Cameron, Vice 
Chair-Bill Twilley, and Chair- Wayne Towers. 

TRUSTEES COMMITTEE 
Wayne Towers, Chairperson 

 
Thelma Hooper 

12/25/2021 

 

WINGS (WOMEN IN GRACE SERVING) 

Diane Twilley, President 

The Women of Grace Serving last met in December for a 
covered dish get together.  We shared wonderful food and 
wrapped Christmas gifts for 6 children that Missions helped 
for Christmas.  What a way to put you in the Christmas 
spirit.   

In addition to wrapping gifts for the Missions Christmas 
families, the WinGs group provided for a family with 3 
children that was very much in need of help. This was not a 
local family, but was a family that a member of St. Paul’s 
UMC knew would not have Christmas like we are lucky 
enough to know.  It warmed our hearts to know we made a 
difference and this family experienced the love of God.  

We did well with our Rada fundraiser 
and hope each of you enjoy the items 
you purchased.   For our next 
fundraiser, we will be selling tickets for 
another Cake and Take in the Spring. If 
you want to donate a cake,  please let me know.   

WinGS will meet again  on Thursday, February 24th at 5:30 
p.m. Please join us.   

Women of Grace are united in Christian Fellowship and 
vow to love God and encourage one another to use our 
God given gifts and talents in service to Grace United 

Methodist Church and our community.” 
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Happy New Year to all!  The cold 
weather is keeping us all in a little 

more than usual, which might be a good thing with Covid 
seeming to have reared its ugly head again.  

We put out 50 shoe boxes for the Samaritans Purse 
Christmas Project with only 39 coming back.  Not sure what 
happened there.  We are however very grateful for the 39 
boxes that filled those children’s dreams.  St. Paul’s Church 
has been so kind to continue to be a drop off site and then 
get them to the next destination. Thank you for that huge 
mission. 

We had 25 Angel Tree cards go out and boy oh boy did 
Grace Church members and friends come through. Pictures 
are on the bulletin board in the hallway across from Baraca.  
Many bikes and bags of gifts were brought in.  With the 
wants and needs growing each year it does seem to work 
out better for us to buddy up and take a card.  However, it 
was accomplished, you all got the job done right.  Thanks for 
the prayers and gifts for these children. 

We are feeding around 20 people on Sunday nights at the 
Salvation Army.  Numbers change on a daily basis.  We 

GRACE CHURCH 

MISSIONS 
Diane Twilley,  Chairperson 

deliver the food but do not stay and serve.  We found this to 
be a safer way to accomplish this mission.  We have also 
been providing warm socks, gloves, hats, and scarfs from 
our tree in the hallway to the Salvation Army who has a 
delivery vehicle that goes to homeless camps with food and 
warm clothing.  Thank you for donating all those warm 
items. 

Once again I have made the decision to not hold Soup N 
Sweater Day.  Between our heating situation and Covid I 
just don’t see this happening.   

We are very excited about the new One Mission Cambridge 
project coming to our area and I am pleased to say the 
items of clothing we have collected so far and any more 
donated items will be given out through this project.  I am so 
excited to be asked to help with One Mission Cambridge 
and can’t wait to work with Krista and all the volunteers to 
see this happen in our area.  Please pray that the love of 
Christ is apparent in every aspect of One Mission 
Cambridge. 

Missions Sunday is the first Sunday of the month and along 
with the regular collection plate, there is a plate for Missions.  
Please help us carry out God’s work with your donations.  
Thank you, stay safe and warm. 

Do good…. Be rich in good works…. Be generous…. Ready 
to share…… 

SMALL 

 GROUP 

HELPING 

HAND 

MINISTRY 

WHAT?    
  HELP WITH 

• Running Errands 

• Shopping 

• Transportation 

• Changing light bulbs/

filters  

• Snow Removal 

• Prayer/ visitation 

HOW? Call the church office at 410-228-4353 OR contact one of the following: 

 
 Fred & Renee Redmer @ 443—522-1135 

 Jim Gibb @ 443-521-3911 

 Donna Towers @ 443-521-5386 

 Wayne Towers @ 443-521-2010 

 Lucy Willey @ 410-228-1679  

WHY?    We are called by God to be the hands and 

 feet of Jesus. 

WHO? Members and friends of Grace and St. Paul’s 

 United Methodist Churches. 

WHEN? Every day. 

WHERE? Wherever you are. 

Martha Cannon @ 443-521-4127 

Gail Skinner @ 410-330-1145 

Gene Skinner @ 410-330-1510 

Skip Redmer @ 410-463-0041 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 SUNDAY SERVICES   
 10:00 a.m.—Sunday School 
                  11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship          

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 

 

9 
 

10 

 

11 12 

13 14 
 

15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28  

February 2022 

President’s Da.y 

Mission Collection 

Worship on Radio 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Prayer Warriors 
for Cancer 12 N 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

5:30 p.m.—WinGS   
 Dr. Hines Room 

Prayer Warriors 
for Cancer 12 N 

Prayer Warriors 
for Cancer 12 N 

It bears all things, 
    believes all things, 
          endures all things. 

Love never fails 

I Corinthians 13:7-8 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Prayer Warriors 
for Cancer 12 N 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Worship on Radio 

March 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

SUNDAY SERVICES   
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
        11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship       

1 2 

 

3 4 5 

 

6 

 

7 8 9 10 

 
11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31  

Worship on Radio 

Mission Collection 

Daylight Savings Begins 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Prayer Warriors 
for Cancer 12 N 

Prayer Warriors 
for Cancer 12 N 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

5:30 p.m.—WinGS   
 Dr. Hines Room 

Prayer Warriors 
for Cancer 12 N 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Prayer Warriors 
for Cancer 12 N 

2nd Sunday in Lent 

1st Sunday in Lent 

3rd Sunday in Lent 

ASH  
WEDNESDAY  

4th Sunday in Lent 

Worship on Radio 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Prayer Warriors 
for Cancer 12 N 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 
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