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FROM PASTOR CHRIS 
Time for Change 

Another tragedy.   Another killing.  Another armed teenager gunning down innocent victims.  Another day 
of mothers and fathers crying out for their lost babies.  Another Governor extending prayers of comfort to 
the families.  Another day of people posting “Never Again!”  Another day of the media trying to report a 
recurring story in a way that will be heard. Another sick feeling in our stomachs over the state of our 
Union. Another argument over gun rights. Another day of parents concerned about sending their children 
to school. Another reason for our kids to be scared and to retreat into their virtual world. Another day of 
shaking our heads.  Another day of being saddened…but not surprised.  Are our hearts numb? 

Two mass shootings within two weeks. What will it take for us to change? 

Make no mistake, God’s heart has not grown numb.  He is present with the families in their suffering. He is 
sustaining them through this hell. He is assuring them with living hope that this is not the end. 

The Lord is close to the brokenhearted  and saves those who are crushed in spirit. Psalm 34:18 

God is bringing rest to the victims.  He is wiping every tear from their eyes and leading them to springs of 
living water.  

The question is not “what is God doing?”  The question is “what are we doing?” 

Are we repenting for the sins of our nation? Are we travailing in prayer?  (To travail is to strenuously and 
painfully work – like a woman in labor) Are we proclaiming the Gospel?   

What can we learn from the history of the Church?  What turned things around when society looked 
hopeless before?   

I’m reminded of story of the great evangelist Charles Finney when he arrived in Rochester, New York in 
September 1830.  When Finney had originally been invited to come and fill the pulpit of Third Presbyterian 
Church, he turned it down.  Third Church had no pastor, the congregation was close to disbanding, there 
was infighting among the three Presbyterian churches in town, and the moral condition of the city was 
poor.  Surely, there are more promising fields to plow – so he and his team agreed to move on to New 
York City. But as Finney recalls, the Holy Spirit worked on his mind by asking “What are the reasons that 
deter you from going to Rochester?” I could readily enumerate them, but then the question returned: “Ah! 
but are these good reasons? Certainly you are needed at Rochester all the more because of these 
difficulties. Do you shun the field because there are so many things that need to be corrected, because 
there is so much that is wrong?” (Memoirs of Charles G. Finney, 1876) 

Finney and his team arrived in Rochester and immediately began setting up a prayer meeting where the 
team would travail in prayer day and night, fasting and interceding for the city.  Finney organized the 
revival, preached almost daily, and won souls for the Kingdom. In a period of six months, the city of 
Rochester was transformed.  Over 100,000 people accepted God’s gift of grace.  Crime rates plummeted.  
This sparked what historians have called the second Great Awakening.    

Are we ready to do it again?  Have we had enough?  Do we have some folks willing to travail in prayer?   

Reach out to me.  Let me know “pastor, I’m willing.”  It starts here. Pastor Chris 
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One Mission Cambridge is a coalition of Christian 
Churches and ministries called to provide hope 
through Jesus Christ by meeting the physical and 
spiritual needs of men, women, and children in 
Cambridge. 

One Mission Cambridge is a new initiative in 
Dorchester County that serves those living in poverty 
through programs at a mission center.  This mission 
center is located at 614 Race Street.  Area churches 
serving together to provide for those in need operate 
the mission center.  This location will provide a food 
pantry, community navigation services, community 
dinners, and counseling programs. This mission 
center is scheduled to open June 6, 2022. 

In order to provide food in a consistent manner and 
spend more time with clients, the plan is to 
consolidate some of the food pantries into one 
location, which is the mission center.  This center is 
available every week (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 1-
6 p.m. and the second Saturday 9 a.m.-12 noon.  
This food pantry will be set up like a store so people 
can choose the food they need and desire, thus 
preventing food waste.  This store model eliminates 
the confusion of where to go for food and establishes 
a consistent, efficient, and dignified manner of 
distributing food.  This food site will focus on healthy 
choices, and the pantry will provide educational 
materials, recipe cards, and classes to encourage 
good nutrition and a healthy lifestyle. 

One Mission Cambridge will expand services in the 
fall to provide community dinners the first Monday of 
the month from 4-6 p.m. with plans to extend the 
dinners at other locations throughout the Cambridge 
area.  The goal is that there will be a community 

Krista Pettit, Executive Director 

dinner every night of the week in different 
neighborhoods.  The community dinners not only 
provide an abundance of food, but they also give an 
opportunity to connect with others.  The community 
dinners provide food to those who are experiencing 
food insecurity and offer support for those who are 
lonely.  

Along with distributing food at the mission center, 
trained volunteers and staff will spend time listening 
to clients and connecting them to services.  
Community navigation will ensure clients are 
connected to all of the programs that can improve 
their lives.  The time spent with clients will also help 
develop relationships and trust within the community, 
which is another way to improve the physical and 
mental health of community members. 

Another component of One Mission Cambridge is 
Christian counseling services, which include 
individual counseling as well as support groups.  The 
need for counseling services was identified through a 
community assessment.  The need that was 
expressed most frequently during these community 
conversations was mental health services to 
individuals and families.  

All Christian Churches are invited to participate in One 
Mission Cambridge.  There are meetings every month 
to make decisions about the mission center.  There 
are many opportunities to volunteer for church and 
community members, too!  To become involved, 
please contact Krista Pettit:  

krista@onemissioncambridge.org 
443-521-6825 

 A Facebook page and website  
(onemissioncambridge.org)  

are coming soon with updated information. 

Thomas H. Adams, Jr. 

5/1/22 

 

Robert H. Cannon 

5/2/22 

Betsy J.(Bootsie) Davis 

5/23/22 



Grace Church Newsletter,  Summer 2022 page  3 

As stated in my report in the Spring newsletter, the church 
building is looking at some major repairs and maintenance in 
the upcoming months.   

Besides the cost of replacing the boiler,  the  carpet needs 
replacing in the hallway and in the sanctuary, along with  the 
repair of the sinking floor in the hallway.  This could cost up 
to $30,000. 

We have committed to help fund One Mission Cambridge in 
the amount of $30,000.  We paid one third of that in April.  
And we continue to support Bold Youth Ministries and paid 
them $10,000 in April. 

So, for a first time in a very long time, we see some very 
large disbursements.  We have a deficit in the operating 
account at the end of April of over $4,000.  The 503 rental is 
being closed out.  We have a surplus from that of over 
$15,000 year to date.   Our collections remain strong for the 
year and our cash position is good due to large donations 
and bequests in the past.    As members of Grace, please be 
thinking about how you can help with these projects and the 
church operations, so we do not have to deplete our funds a 
great deal. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Bill Brooks,  Chairperson 

Psalm 85:8 
“I will listen to what God the Lord says; he promises peace 
to his people, his faithful servants-but let them not turn to 
folly.” 

I pray this letter finds everyone still with legs, and not fish 
fins from all the rain! 

The Membership committee will be working on discussing 
some possible outreaches for our shut ins, and those in 
nursing homes. Hopefully this will be another way of 
reaching out to our members.  Again, I ask if anyone has 
any suggestions for our members please feel free to reach 
out.  

We have given out 3 visitor bags, to those who have come 
from “afar”.  It seems they were very well received and 
appreciated. 

Wishing everyone a wonderful summer and blessings of 
health and peace.  

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Sue Foxwell, Chairperson 

WINGS (WOMEN IN GRACE SERVING) 

Diane Twilley, President 

WinGS was not able to meet in May due to the outbreak of 
Covid in the church. 

WinGS continues to hold fund raisers to help with projects 
around the church, to fund our adopted child with World 
Vision, support our work with The Eastern Shore Hospital 
Center, and to help with needy families at Christmas.   

Our most recent fund raiser was the Cake Take which was a 
huge success.  Between ticket sales and donations we 
made $525.00.  What a blessing.  If you received a cake, we 
hope you enjoyed it.  We had fun baking them. We hope to 
continue this fundraiser each Mother’s Day. 

After a summer hiatus, our next meeting will be held in 
September.  

Women of Grace are united in Christian Fellowship and 
vow to love God and encourage one another to use our 
God given gifts and talents in service to Grace United 

Methodist Church and our community.” 

What does SPRC do? 

"The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church 
requires that all member churches have a staff-parish 
relations committee (SPRC)" 

Duties include: 

• Supporting good relations and communication 
between the Pastor, staff and members of the church 
congregation. 

•  Hiring and administering employment requirements of 
church staff . 

• Establishment and maintenance of personnel policies.  

• Formulation and submission of annual pastor and staff 
evaluations to the conference Promoting unity within 
the church. 

Your ideas and observations are important to us and we 
welcome your input.  We strive to maintain open, 
respectful communication among our church family.  
Please feel free to contact the committee by emailing 
Grace Church office.  

office@gracecambridge.comcastbiz.net 

STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Lynn Tanman, Chairperson 

God has blessed Grace Church in many ways and I refer 
again to the scripture John 1:16.  “From the fullness of his 
grace we have all received one blessing after another.”  
Thank you for what you do to bless Grace Church. 

As always, feel free to contact me if you have questions 
about the church finances.  

410-228-8376 / billbrooks52@yahoo.com 

mailto:office@gracecambridge.comcastbiz.net?subject=SPRC%20concern


In the “spring issue” of the newsletter, your “patience” was 
asked for as we were waiting for the installation of our new 
boilers. Now we are into the “summer” newsletter article and 
your patience has somewhat paid off. We do not need the 
boilers for heating the church, however, the problem still 
exists in that we still have no boilers. The electric 
“salamander” heating device  and other individual heaters 
have done their job and got us through the cold months.   
The AC unit that cools the sanctuary was checked out as 
planned in mid May and is ready to cool off the sanctuary 
once the summer heat sets in. 

As part of the heating system replacement, a section of 
hallway by the Baraca Room was replaced because it had 
separated from the wall and a similar situation was also 
corrected in the short hallway that leads into the Dr. Hines 
Room. Both situations were caused by the aging floor joists 
that undergird the hallway floors.  

Our long time State of Maryland tenants completed their 
move from the church’s 503 Race Street. building on the last 
day of April. They did an exceptional job of moving out all of 
their furniture, electronic devices, storage cabinets, etc. and 
even had the carpet cleaned. The exact numbers of years 
the State has leased the property hasn’t been determined. 
Estimates are somewhere between 50 and 60 years.  

TRUSTEES COMMITTEE 
Wayne Towers, Chairperson 
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Now the first floor is empty and the second floor is still being 
utilized by Young Life. The question does arise, “What do we 
do with the building”? TBD. Any input will be considered. 

The carpet in the sanctuary is expected to be replaced the 
week of June 13th. The hallway carpet install is to be 
determined depending on the new boiler install.. The carpet 
selected for the hallways is different than the carpet selected 
for the sanctuary. The intent for making a change is primarily 
due to a desire to minimize the showing of stains and other 
types of marks that seem to find their way on most carpets. 

As the many efforts continue to try and keep up with the 
maintenance of our large aging property, it becomes very 
evident the number of events and their cost keep going up, 
up, up.  Last year and then again in 2022, capital 
expenditures have been significant. The resulting financial 
burden of paying for these repairs has been greatly reduced 
by one individual’s remembrance of Grace United Methodist 
Church in the “will”. In addition, another individual living on 
the “tother side” of the Bay gave a special gift to assist with 
the boiler replacement. My reason for mentioning these “love 
offerings” is to lift them up as a reminder that each and every 
one of us has a financial responsibility to support the 
church’s budget and also a privilege and opportunity to 
worship in God’s church. 

BOLD Youth continues to meet every Thursday at 6:30 for 
Middle & High School!  Our small groups (Boys & Girls) are 
meeting every Monday!  May is always a bittersweet time for 
the youth ministry as we watch our graduates’ step into adult-
hood, and we prepare to meet our incoming 6th graders!  

We are excited for our summer plans and to watch God work 
as we serve others through many projects!  Would you like to 
join us this summer?  We would love to have you join us! 

We are so excited for VBS this summer as St. Paul’s 
and Grace join to bring the word of God and Love of 

Jesus to our community kids! 

 There are lots of ways to help with VBS!  For more 

information text VBS to 833-942-5763!  

@ St. Paul’s contact Rebecca Redmer 

@ Grace contact Holly Spicer 

More info coming soon… 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4  SUNDAY SERVICES   
 9:15 a.m..— Coffee fellowship in Baraca Room 
                    9:45 a.m.— Adult Sunday School in the Baraca Room 
                  11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship            

5 6 7 
 

8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

June 2022 

Worship on Radio 

MISSION SUNDAY 

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Church Council  
6:30 p.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Worship on Radio 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

8:00 a.m. 
Zion UM Church 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2  SUNDAY SERVICES   
 9:15 a.m..— Coffee fellowship in Baraca Room 
                    9:45 a.m.— Adult Sunday School in the Baraca Room 
                  11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship             

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

July 2022 

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Worship on Radio 

MISSION SUNDAY 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

31 

Worship on Radio 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 
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God is the one who established homes and families on 
the earth.  In these days of increasing divorce and 
domestic violence, it is easy to see that homes and 
families are desperately in need of God’s help and 
blessings.  Whether you are a parent, child, husband, wife 
or a person on your own, God wants to help you build a 
loving family.  Ask his blessing on your home and where 
you worship so that we might show God’s love towards 
each other.  

WE NEED GOD’S HELP DAILY 
By Butch Hachemeister 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 SUNDAY SERVICES   
 9:15 a.m..— Coffee fellowship in Baraca Room 
                    9:45 a.m.— Adult Sunday School in the Baraca Room 
                  11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship             

August 2022 

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Worship on Radio 

MISSION SUNDAY 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Worship on Radio 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 
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