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FROM PASTOR CHRIS 

Dealing with Turmoil in the Church 

 

I was meeting with a couple of church members recently and each one shared their personal angst over turmoil in the 
church.  There is a genuine desire among worshippers of our Savior to be part of a joyful, loving, vibrant, growing 
community of faith and when we are not experiencing what we know should be, then it is understandable that anxiety 
and dread would creep in. Whether it is within the local church, or at the denominational level, or among the broad 
community of Jesus followers, how are faithful Christians to deal with uncertain, disappointing, conflict-ridden times 

within the Body? 

The Bible demonstrates clearly that the history of people of faith is not filled with only mountain top experiences.  
There are quite a few valleys that the people of God must navigate. A cursory review of the Apostle Paul’s letters 
shows us that conflict in the Church is nothing new – we have been struggling since the beginning to live into Jesus’ 
prayer “…that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may 

they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me.” (John 17:21) 

The short answer (which is all I can offer in a newsletter article!) is to keep your eyes focused on Jesus.  Follow his 

example in all your ways.  Submit to the Lord and pray for wisdom and guidance. Keep returning to His Word. 

Here are a couple of key scripture verses that I would encourage all of us to spend time incorporating into our daily 

prayer life as we move through this season of the Church: 

Romans 16:17 

I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine 

that you have been taught; avoid them. 

Philippians 4:6-7 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. 

Hebrews 10:24-25 

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the 

habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

Colossians 3:16 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

 

Pastor Chris 
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The church building has been undergoing some major 
repairs.  The heating system is being replaced.  That project 
will cost over $112,000.  We are fortunate to have insurance 
to help with this in the amount of $47,000, but there is still a 
big gap.   The carpet in the sanctuary has been replaced.  
The floor in the hallway was repaired and the carpet will be 
replaced once the boiler repair is completed.  This will all 
cost over $21,000. 

The Church has committed to help fund One Mission 
Cambridge in the amount of $30,000.  We paid one third of 
that in April.  We also  continue to support Bold Youth 
Ministries and paid them $10,000 in April. 

So, for a first time in a very long time, we see some very 
large disbursements and our resources are being tapped to 
do this. 

We have a deficit in the operating account at the end of July 
of $3,500.  The 503 rental has been closed.  We have a 
surplus from that of over $15,000 for the year.   And our 
collections are slightly up for the year due to some generous 
donations. 

Over the last few years, we have been fortunate to have 
been the beneficiary of several large bequests.  Our cash 
position is good.   But please be thinking about how you can 
help with these projects and the church operations, so we do 
not have to deplete our funds a great deal. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Bill Brooks,  Chairperson 

ADDENDUM TO THE 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

As of the publication of this 
newsletter, our Finance 
Committee Chair and church 
treasurer, Bill Brooks, has 
announced his retirement from 
serving on the Church Council.  

Bill became the church treasurer in 2012 and has served 
faithfully for the last 10 years.  He has provided great 
leadership in the finances of our church and we thank him 
greatly for his time and dedication to this position. 

We are pleased to announce that Bob Cowin has graciously 
agreed to step into this vacated position.  Bob brings with 
him a wealth of finance knowledge and we look forward to 
working with him and welcome him to the Grace Church 
Council One Board. 

Where has the summer gone? Have you ever heard 
someone ask this question? Memorial Day has come and 
gone and Labor Day is just around the corner.  

At this time, the installation of the new boilers is winding 
down.  It’s not finished, but the light at the end of the tunnel 
is beginning  to appear.  

After an unexpected breakdown, followed by a delay in the 
repair process, the AC system finally came back online. The 
new carpet in the sanctuary has been installed and the new 
hallway carpet is schedule to be installed after Labor Day.  

The net of the Trustee summer efforts has been centered 
around 3 challenges: AC repair, boiler and carpet 
installation. 

Before the end of June, Grace United Methodist Church 
submitted a letter to the Bishop concerning our intent to 
“disaffiliate” from the Methodist Church. This was and is by 
no means a final decision, only one which to place the 
conference on notice. A final decision  to “disaffiliate” will 
only be reached via a vote by the total membership of Grace 
Church.  

During the emergency called One Board meeting, a vote 
was taken to join other Methodist churches in the Pen-Del 
Conference to become a partner with a non-profit legal 
organization by the name of the National Center for Life and 
Liberty. So far, 66 churches have joined the NCLL in 
pursuing the effort to have the Bishop adhere to the Book of 
Discipline guidelines on the “disaffiliating process”. Since 
joining NCLL, a series of ZOOM meetings have been 
attended by the church’s NCLL contacts. NCLL’s initial 
action is to write a letter to the Bishop requesting an 
opportunity to come to a mutual agreement on the terms of 
such an action as opposed to the arbitrary position taken by 
the Conference leadership. 

As an FYI, since a major item of contention has to do with 
the properties owned by Grace Church, the Trustees are 
involved with these necessary proceedings. 

TRUSTEES COMMITTEE 
Wayne Towers Chairperson 

 

Gloria Frazier 

7/5/2022 

 

BAPTISMS 

Jac Rey Covey 

son of Trey & Bailey Covey 

7/10/2022 

Chase Harvey Toomey 

son of Conner & Allye Toomey 

7/10/2022 
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Blessings to all!   

Great news… The membership committee, has handed out 
all our “visitor bags”! It’s so wonderful to have all these 
people visiting our church. God is so good. 

We replenished our stock of goodies and have made up six 
new bags ready to be handed out once again. 

Our membership committee members have been reaching 
out to their contacts if they see they have not been attending 
services. By reaching out,  they either call, or send a card, 
just to check in making sure everything is OK. 

Zechariah 7:9 
This is what the Lord Almighty said: administer true justice; show 
mercy and compassion to one another. 

Pray for peace   

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Sue Foxwell, Chairperson 

The Grace for Alzheimer’s Team will be 
participating in the Maryland Eastern 
Shore Walk on Saturday, September 10. 

Alzheimers’ Disease is the most 
common form of dementia.  It causes 
problems with memory, thinking, and 
behavior.  More than 5 million Americans are living with 
Alzheimers’ and 1 in 3 seniors dies with Alzheimers’ or 
another dementia.   

We can continue to help increase research, support 
caregivers, and raise awareness through donations made 
out to the Alzheimers’ Assoc.  You can also give to our 
team online.   Press and hold the Ctrl key and then click the 
link below.  Or copy and paste the link into your internet 
browser. 

http://act.alz.org/goto/graceforalzheimers  

Grace team members are Joanne Rue, Vicki Hayden, Gail 
Skinner, Bobbie & Bill Gore.  You can give a donation to one 
of them.   

Thank you for your generous support! 

GRACE FOR ALZHEIMER’S  
Joanne Rue 

Welcome Fall!  I look forward to cooler days, the 
beautiful carpet of autumn colors, and hot 
cocoa!!  It is such a blessed time of year.    

Seasons change.  Change is in the air!  However, 
our Father in Heaven has and always will be the 
same.  His Love, truth, and guidance will never 
change and He is always with us. 

I look forward to bringing new anthems, old 
favorites and a wonderful mixture of old and new 
hymns and Praise songs to our congregation.  Our 
dedicated and devoted choir will begin rehearsals 
for our Christmas Cantata in September!  

I am so blessed to lead this talented group of 
people, who love the Lord and share the joy of 
God’s Love, in all the music they sing.   

Let’s all make a joyful noise, praising our Savior, 
today and every day!!  Thank you for all the love 
and support you all have given me through the 
last 7 years!  I am in the beginning of my 8th year 
at Grace and look forward to many years to come! 

 BRENDA’S CORNER 
Brenda Gremillion, Music Director 

WINGS (WOMEN IN GRACE SERVING) 

Diane Twilley, President 

The ladies of WinGs have enjoyed a summer break, 
however, September is here and our next meeting date will 
be here before you know it.  The date is Thursday, 
September 22nd at 5:30 p.m.  We have a guest coming 
from the Eastern Shore Hospital Center to talk to us about 
proper medication disposal.  

I hope everyone enjoyed their summer and got to do a few 
fun things.  The heat has really been something the past 
several weeks, but soon we will be complaining about the 
cold weather.   

Please consider joining this group.  We meet the 4th 
Thursday each month from September to May at 5:30 p.m. 
Our group tries to take on projects that will make a 
difference to the church, its members and the community. 

 

Women of Grace are united in Christian Fellowship and 
vow to love God and encourage one another to use our 
God given gifts and talents in service to Grace United 

Methodist Church and our community.” 

http://act.alz.org/goto/graceforalzheimers
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We have been helping Krista, the director of One Mission 
Cambridge get started this summer.  Volunteers from many 
local churches have come together to get this project up and 
running.  An Open House was held July 16 and on July 27 

Dorchester Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting ceremony.  Both were very well attended and 
we had lots of fun.   

Plans are on-going to start Community Dinners at One Mission Cambridge on the 1st Monday of the month starting in October.  
Different churches will take on this mission each month.  Grace Church will host the December dinner and we will need 
volunteers to make this a success.  Please pray about how you can help.  I will be making phone calls to line up volunteers. 

Volunteers are also needed to help at the One Mission Center.  If you are interested, please see me or Krista.  A huge thank 
you to those already signed up and working.  Please go visit and check out this great community mission at 614 Race Street. 

During the month of August, we had a table set up in the hallway to collect baby diapers, pull-ups, and adult hygiene items.  
We donated them to One Mission Cambridge.  Thank you to everyone that helped with this mission. 

As everyone knows, because of Covid we have not been able to hold our Soup N Sweater Day since 2020.  We have a new 
plan.  In October or November, we will set up tables at One Mission Cambridge with the warm clothes we have been 
collecting.  We will give out bags of clothes and cups of soup.  If you are cleaning house this fall and have warm clothes 
(especially coats,) please keep us in mind.  Bring them to the church and place in the back of the Baraca room.  THANKS! 

We continue to take phone calls for assistance with rent, utilities and medication from people in need.  We still plan to help 
serve dinners at the Homeless shelter this winter.  We will also be helping the teachers at Sandy Hill Elementary School 
provide the Pre-K and K classes with snacks.  Missions is sending a donation to a church in Kentucky to assist with cleaning 
supplies to help victims recover from the devastating floods.   A love offering was taken up to assist victims in Smith Island 
from the tornado that hit them.  Please keep all those affected by these storms in your prayers. We have so much to be 
thankful for and what a blessing it is to be able to share it with those in need.   

GRACE CHURCH 

MISSIONS 
Diane Twilley,  Chairperson 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3  SUNDAY SERVICES   
 9:15 a.m.— Coffee fellowship in Baraca Room 
                    9:45 a.m.— Adult Sunday School in the Baraca Room 
                  11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship              

4 5 6 7 8 
 

9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 
 

28 29 30  

September 2022 

Worship on Radio 

Missions Sunday 

Worship on Radio 

Choir Practice— 7 p.m. 

Choir Practice— 7 p.m. 

Choir Practice— 7 p.m. 

5:30 p.m.— 
WinGS   

Dr. Hines Room 

CHARGE 
 CONFERENCE 

5:00 P.M. 

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer 
Warriors for Cancer—

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

ANNOINTING SERVICE 

Choir Practice— 7 p.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

LABOR DAY 

Choir Practice— 7 p.m. 

For the Body Book 
Study / 10 a.m.  

Dr. Hines. 

For the Body Book 
Study / 10 a.m.  

Dr. Hines. 

For the Body Book 
Study / 10 a.m.  

Dr. Hines. 
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 BOLD Youth is excited to start another school year!  Our Summer was filled with all kinds of experiences, fun, 
service, and God moments!   

 My Calling Mission trip was a great week for our youth and adults. 

 Five of our youth were blessed with a week at Camp Pecometh. 

 The youth were a great help with the set-up, the programming, and the clean-up of Vacation 
Bible School!   

 We met weekly for our Tuesday night hangouts, and had a great group of kids attend from pre-
teen to adult to fellowship, worship, eat and have fun! 

 
Our Fall schedule is exciting! 

Join us Friday Nights for home games as we cheer on our Vikings Football team!  This is always a great way to 
build relationships with our youth!  

We are implementing our FEED THE TEAM ministry again this year for the CSD Football Team.  Every Friday 
morning during the football season, we will make pancakes & serve the team.  If you are interested in helping 
cook or serve, please contact Allen at 410-924-3320.   

If you would like to donate to this great outreach, please feel free with monetary donations or the following:  
• Orange Juice (Gallon Size)  
• Syrup Bottles (No flavors please) 
• Protein/Granola Bars  
• Individual wrapped snacks for players after away games.  

 

**Items can be brought to the Church and placed in the kitchen** 
 

Are you interested in becoming a youth leader?  
We can never have too many adults loving & supporting our youth!   Let’s talk!   

 

BOLD youth thanks you for your continued support and prayers!  

 

Rebecca Redmer 
Director of Young People's Ministries  
St. Paul's & Grace UMC 
443-521-1423 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  SUNDAY SERVICES   
 9:15 a.m.— Coffee fellowship in Baraca Room 
                    9:45 a.m.— Adult Sunday School in the Baraca Room 
                  11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship             

2 3 4 5 6 
 

7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 
 

26 27 28 29 

October 2022 

Worship on Radio 

Missions Sunday 

Worship on Radio 

Choir Practice— 7 p.m. 

Choir Practice— 7 p.m. 

Choir Practice— 7 p.m. 

5:30 p.m.— 
WinGS   

Dr. Hines Room 

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

30 31 

Choir Practice— 7 p.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

HALLOWEEN 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5  

6 7 8 
 

9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30  SUNDAY SERVICES   
 9:15 a.m.— Coffee fellowship in Baraca Room 
                    9:45 a.m.— Adult Sunday School in the Baraca Room 
                  11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship             

November 2022 

Missions Sunday 

Worship on Radio 

Worship on Radio 
7:30 a.m.— 

Continental 
Breakfast 
followed by church  
decorating 

Choir Practice— 7 p.m. 

Choir Practice— 7 p.m. 

Choir Practice— 7 p.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

5:30 p.m.— 
WinGS   

Dr. Hines Room 
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Communion 
11:00 a.m. 
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