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I pray for you constantly, asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to give you spiritual wisdom and insight so that you might grow in your knowledge 
of God. I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand 
the confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy people who are his 
rich and glorious inheritance.

I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us 
who believe him. This is the same mighty power that raised Christ from the dead 
and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms. 
Now he is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else—
not only in this world but also in the world to come. God has put all things under 
the authority of Christ and has made him head over all things for the benefit of the 
church. And the church is his body; it is made full and complete by Christ, who fills 
all things everywhere with himself.. 

Ephesians 1:17-23



Where Are We At 
Odds?

For the past 47 years, The United Methodist Church has 
struggled unsuccessfully to achieve consensus and 
compliance with regard to matters of human sexuality.

Paragraph 161F, UMC Book of Discipline

 We affirm that sexuality is God’s good gift to all 
persons. We call everyone to  responsible stewardship 
of this sacred gift. Although all persons are sexual 
beings whether or not they are married, sexual 
relations are affirmed only with the covenant of 
monogamous, heterosexual marriage…. All persons, 
regardless of age, gender, marital status, or sexual 
orientation, are entitled to have their human and civil 
rights ensured and to be protected against violence…

The Presenting Issue
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Paragraph 161F, UMC Book of Discipline (continued)

 We affirm that all persons are individuals of sacred 
worth, created in the image of God. All persons need 
the ministry of the Church in their struggles for human 
fulfillment, as well as the spiritual and emotional care of 
a fellowship that enables reconciling relationships with 
God, with others, and with self. The United Methodist 
Church does not condone the practice of homosexuality 
and considers this practice incompatible with Christian 
teaching. We affirm that God’s grace is available to all. 
We will seek to live together in Christian community, 
welcoming, forgiving, and loving one another, as Christ 
has loved and accepted us.  We implore families and 
churches not to reject or condemn lesbian and gay 
members and friends. We commit ourselves to be in 
ministry for and with all persons.

The Presenting Issue
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Regarding the ministry of the ordained

¶ 304.3: The practice of homosexuality is incompatible 
with Christian teaching. Therefore self-avowed practicing 
homosexuals are not to be certified as candidates, 
ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve in The United 
Methodist Church. 

¶ 341.6: Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions 
shall not be conducted by our ministers and shall not be 
conducted in our churches.

The Presenting Issue
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Breakdown of Doctrine

 Orthodox (Traditional) – accepted as true by the vast 
consensus of the church over the centuries.  High view of 
Scripture.  Wesley trusted God and God’s Word – that the 
Spirit of God would lead one to proper understanding.

 Progressive (Liberal) – Theology influenced by post-
modern thinking, radical questioning of institutions, 
approach the scriptures with suspicion, historical-critical 
approach to interpretation.

Breakdown of Discipline

 Bishops’ unwillingness to hold clergy who violate the 
Discipline accountable.

 Consequence: clergy/bishops/leaders whose actions are 
intentionally more militant, rule-breaking in order to 
enact change.



Where Are We 
Heading As A 

Denomination?

 The Special Session of General Conference in 2019 was 
contentious and highly divisive. While the majority 
voted to uphold the existing language in the BOD, the 
rancor and divisiveness that marked this gathering 
made it clear that consensus would not be found. The 
Protocol was drafted by a group of bishops and leaders 
across the spectrum in “a significant attempt to not 
replicate the mood or climate created in St. Louis in 
2019. It acknowledges that even in the midst of faithful 
attempts to stay together, we no longer can remain as 
one denomination. The divisions are simply too 
vast. This work is important because it provides a 
pathway of reconciliation and grace through separation 
and offers us an opportunity to bless and send one 
another into a new reality rather than continue to fight 
and rend our way into irrelevance and destruction.”

Protocol of Reconciliation and 
Grace through Separation

Source: UMNews.org



Where Are We 
Heading As A 

Denomination?

 When (If) the protocol is adopted by the 2022 General 
Conference (Aug 29-Sept 6), new Methodist 
denominations will officially come into existence. The 
groundwork is currently being laid for this to occur.

 Following the 2022 General Conference, central and 
annual conferences, and local churches may vote to 
align with any such new Methodist denominations 
formed.

Protocol of Reconciliation and 
Grace through Separation



Where Are We 
Heading As A 

Denomination?

 Annual Conferences may choose to vote on whether to 
affiliate with a new Methodist denomination. Such an 
affiliation vote must be taken before July 1, 2023. In 
order to affiliate with a new Methodist denomination 
pursuant to the Protocol, the vote to affiliate must be 
supported by 57% of those voting. If an Annual 
Conference does not take a vote on affiliation, it 
remains part of the post-separation United Methodist 
Church.

Protocol of Reconciliation and 
Grace through Separation
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Heading As A 
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 Local churches which desire a different affiliation than 
its Annual Conference may conduct their own affiliation 
vote. If such a vote occurs, the church council (e.g., its 
Administrative Board) shall determine a voting 
threshold of either a simple majority or two-thirds of 
those present and voting at a duly called church 
conference. The vote on a motion to opt for a different 
affiliation shall occur in a church conference held not 
more than 60 days after the request for such a vote is 
made by the church council. The church conference 
must be held in consultation with the District 
Superintendent who shall authorize such a church 
conference to be conducted. Decisions about affiliation 
by a local church must be made by December 31, 2025. 
If a local church does not vote, it remains a part of the 
Methodist denomination selected by its Annual 
Conference.

Protocol of Reconciliation and 
Grace through Separation



New Methodist 
Expressions



Global Methodist 
Church

Essential Doctrinal Beliefs:

 The primacy of Scripture, leading to a biblical worldview and boldly 
proclaiming the deity of Christ and his salvific work as Lord and Savior

 All persons are of sacred worth, created in the image of God, unconditionally 
loved by God, and in need of redemption from sin through Christ

 The historic creeds (especially the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed) 
are reliable summaries of the Christian faith 

 Molded by, proclaiming, and exhibiting the Wesleyan four-fold movement of 
grace: prevenient, convincing, justifying, and sanctifying

 The powerful work of the good and life-giving Holy Spirit in the lives of 
people and the ministry of the Church today

 The traditional understanding of Christian marriage as a covenant between a 
man and a woman as God’s intended setting for human sexual expression

 The accountability of clergy and bishops to the doctrine, mission, and 
discipline of the Church

 Adherence to the Wesleyan doctrinal standards: Articles of Religion, 
Confession of Faith, Standards Sermons, and Notes on the New Testament 

New Expression of Methodism

More Info: globalmethodist.org

*organized by the Wesleyan Covenant Association and like-minded groups



UMC Next
New Expression of Methodism

More Info: umcnext.com



Questions



Where Are We Heading As A 
Church Body in Cambridge?

Grace & St. Paul’s United Methodist Churches



Our
Opportunities & 

Challenges
CHURCH ASSESSMENT - UPSIDE

 Aging Population of Congregation

 Buildings expensive to maintain

 Space not fully utilized

 Good Ministry Is Still Happening!  

 No Debt

 Passionate, Loving & Caring Members

 Financial Solvent (Not broke!)

 Prime Locations for Serving Cambridge

CHURCH ASSESSMENT - DOWNSIDE



Our
Challenges

GRACE (2004-2019)

ST PAUL’S (2004-2019)

Red – Membership
Blue - Attendance



Our
Challenges

GRACE PROFESSIONS OF FAITH (2004-2019)

ST PAUL’S PROFESSIONS OF FAITH (2004-2019)



Our
Challenges

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL TRENDS

 Pew research reports significant increase in the 
percentage of individuals who claim no religious 
affiliation (the “nones”)

 Growing number of young people who are choosing 
not to join churches. 

 Regular participation was once viewed as weekly 
attendance, but now attending church once or twice per 
month is considered as such. 

 Many older forms of ministry, such as Sunday schools, 
youth groups and Bible studies, are not attracting the 
level of participation as in the past

 Many churches are finding it difficult to recruit and 
retain volunteers for their programs.



Our
Opportunities

CHARACTERISTICS OF THRIVING 
CONGREGATIONS

 Recognize their Changing Social and Cultural Contexts 
- members of the congregation  build face-to-face 
relationships with people in their neighborhoods and 
understand well the ways they live, play, work and gather; 
they are able to listen to the needs and interests of people 
and develop ministries that are highly relational and 
relevant.

 Exhibit Clarity of Values and Mission - a strong sense of 
identity and are able to articulate “why” they are called to 
love God and serve those in their congregations, 
neighborhoods, regions and across the globe. 

 Cultivate Christian Practices - concentrate their attention 
on living out their common life and mission through time-
honored Christian practices (sacraments, hospitality, 
prayer)

- From the Lilly Endowment





One 
Mission 
Cambridge

A Cooperative 
Ministry of 
Cambridge 
Churches 



Reaching Our Next Generation



New Connections





1. Partner – Continue to operate in a partnering 
relationship.  Two buildings, two distinct churches, 
sharing ministry and mission.

2. Merge & Repurpose – Come together as one church, 
repurpose one building (i.e. community center, office 
space, conference center, multi-use) and the other as 
primary Worship Center.

3. Merge & Consolidate – Come together as one church, 
sell one building to invest in the renovation of the 
other. 

4. Merge & Build – Come together as one church, sell 
both properties, build a new facility

Pathways

Comments?
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