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FROM PASTOR CHRIS 
 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us.”) (Matthew 1:22-23) 

Joseph, facing scandal and shame, had planned to dispatch Mary quietly after learning of her 
pregnancy.  Life had just taken a shocking and unexpected turn and he was now trying to figure out 
the most expeditious and honorable way to move forward.  I’m sure all the questions we ask today – 
he asked then.  How? Why? What am I to do? 

He lay down in his bed; his mind replaying every scenario, until sleep finally overtook him.  And right 
there, in the middle of his storm, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said “Joseph 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he 
will save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:20-21) 

You may wonder, if Joseph was told to name the baby ‘Jesus’, how does that fulfill what the prophet 
Isaiah foretold when he said “they will call him Immanuel?” I’m glad you asked.  Jesus, a name that 
means ‘the Lord saves’, would be his given name, but not his only name, or description, or title of who 
He is.  In Isaiah 9:6, we are told that the Messiah would be “called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” “Immanuel” is another name for Jesus, “God with us.”  

Fast forward to the resurrected Jesus, giving his Great Commission to his disciples before ascending 
to the Father – what does he say?  “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age.” (Matthew 28:20) 

And then we flip to the end of the Bible, the book of Revelation, and we read of the end of this age and 
the fullness of the Kingdom of God.  “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s 
dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them and be their God.” (Rev. 21:3) 

God is with us.  From the moment we accept Christ into our lives, God is with us…and He always will 
be.  When Jesus says “I am with you always” – he does not mean “you are in my thoughts and 
prayers” – He means that He is right here with us.  So no matter what you are facing, what you are 
dealing with…know and believe that Jesus is right here with you.  Do not be afraid. The Lord God is 
with you.  That is the miracle of Christmas. 

 

 

December 2022 / January 2023 

Pastor Chris 
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December 4  — Angel Tree gifts due 

December 10— Women’s Community Prayer 
 Breakfast at  Grace 

December 11— Poinsettia Orders due 

December 18— Choir Christmas program during 
 11:00 worship. 

December 24— Candlelight Service 11:00 p.m. at 
 Grace and 4:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s 
 UMC 

December 25— CHRISTMAS DAY—Joint 
 worship service 10 a.m. at St. 
 Paul’s UMC, 205 Maryland 
 Avenue,  Cambridge 

DECEMBER WORSHIP & EVENTS 

Grace Church Choir  
Christmas Program 

Sunday, December 18 
during 11:00 Worship  

I wish you all HAPPY HOLIDAYS ahead of time!!   
May your holidays be filled with joy, happiness and 
lots of great food!!   

I am looking forward to our choir singing the joyful 
music of Christmas, as we celebrate the birth of 
our Lord, Jesus Christ.  I also look forward to our 
congregation singing all the Christmas Carols that 
have always been the tradition of the season. 

Our choir will  present a cantata on December 18 
during the 11:00 worship hour..  We always look 
forward to sharing the beautiful music of the 
Christmas season with our congregation.   

May this season be filled with  gratitude, comfort, 
praise, and peace as we celebrate this Holy 
Season together!! 

 BRENDA’S CORNER 
Brenda Gremillion, Music Director 

Thank you for giving your time and funds to help our 
vulnerable neighbors!  Thank you for collecting much 
needed items! 

In the month of October 274 
different indiividuals received 
resource through the mission 
center.   

These individuals supported their families:  761 total in 
households: 276 children, 412 adults, 73 seniors.   

For more information on One Mission Cambridge go to 
onemissioncambridge.org or on Facebook at 
onemissioncam or contact Krista Pettit, Director:  443-
521-6825 

 

 

John Cannon 

8/5/22 

Charles Marshall 

9/24/22 

F. Levi Ruark 

11/25/22 

http://onemissioncambridge.org
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Grace United Methodist Church continues to be blessed 
with a giving congregation.  Through the first nine months of 
2022, contributions were about $6,200 (4%) more than the 
comparable period in 2021.  We are grateful and humbled 
by your generous hearts for giving, which provides the 
Church with the resources necessary to carry out God’s 
work.  One example of this “work” is the $30,000 grant to 
help fund the establishment of One Mission Cambridge in 
2022.   

On the expense side, the good news is that Grace’s 
operating costs (excluding capital improvements and 
repairs and maintenance expenditures) for calendar 2022 
are forecasted to be about $5,000 (3%) less than 2021.  
The tough news is that we will spend about $135,000 on 
several necessary capital improvement projects including, 
but not limited to, almost $115,000 for a complete boiler 
replacement.  As a result of these expenditures, together 
with the absence of lease income from the 503 Race Street 
property, the Church will generate a deficit of around 
$60,000 in calendar 2022.  Fortunately, by God’s grace and 
your faith-filled contributions, Grace has the liquidity to fund 
this shortfall. 

Looking to the future, operating costs are expected to 
increase at or slightly above the rate of inflation. We will 
also continue to incur capital improvement and repair and 
maintenance costs on our aging facilities, which may result 
in future deficits unless we can increase Church-wide 
giving.  With this in mind, the Finance Committee 
respectfully asks that you give prayerful consideration to 
your tithes and offerings in calendar 2023.  As with all 
things, we can find guidance in scripture:  2 Corinthians 9: 6
-8 – “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously.  Each of you should give what you have 
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is 
able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all 
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every 
good work.” 

Once again, we are incredibly thankful and grateful to our 

Church congregation for your generous support of God’s 

work through your contributions to Grace United Methodist 

Church.  We wish all of you blessings and joy throughout 

the Christmas season and beyond.   

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Robert Cowin,  Chairperson 

2022 has been an extremely active year for the Trustees of 
Grace United Methodist Church. It started with a bang in 
January when our boiler gave up the ghost. The supply 
chain slowed down the replacement, however, by the end 
of November, two new boilers are operational and the 
chimney has been repaired.  

In May, the State of MD Department of Housing vacated 
the 503 Race Street property. The various leases with the 
state have existed for some 60+ years and thus the 
management challenges and income benefit have ended.  

Next on the list was the replacement of the carpet in the 
sanctuary and the main hallway.  

Still to be accomplished in 2022 is the installation of a new 
fire alarm system and some guttering replacement. As an 
FYI, these projects will cost in the neighborhood of 
$135,000.  

Primarily, this year’s projects have been paid for through 
the generous remembrances of caring individuals. GUMC 
has been financially blessed in a way most of us do not 
realize nor fully understand by God’s great gift of GRACE.  

Changes are taking place in our church congregations, our 
denominational affiliation, our town, our country and in 
every corner all over the world. Our congregation, like so 
many others is growing older and our church buildings are 
doing the same. The church’s mission is found in (Matthew 
29:19) “Go and make disciples of every nation.”, not on 
spending dollars on buildings. At the same time, we can’t 
let our property fall apart and unfortunately the cost of 
maintaining older buildings is escalating at rates never 
before seen.   

So how do we help ensure the future financial needs of 
GUMC are met?  Perhaps one way we can begin is by 
asking ourselves, “How am I doing with my tithing”? A 
similar question can also be asked about our future giving 
through remembrances such as memorials, trusts, stocks, 
securities, IRAs and other estate planning tools.  

Let’s strive every day to respond to God’s mission for us in 
the present and continue into the future to make Grace 
United Methodist Church a beacon of light of God’s 
presence in Cambridge and throughout the world. 

May you and your family have a blessed holiday season 

and a Happy New Year! 

TRUSTEES 

Wayne Towers, Chairperson 



This is such a busy time of the year for every one!  We 
have received more request for assistance in the past 
two weeks than over the past two months.  Several 
landlords have commented that they have never had so 
many failures to pay rent cases before.  And it has not 

even been cold enough for the heating bill to have really affected most people, yet.  Please 
keep those in need in your prayers.  Without your donations to Mission we could not continue 

to help.  Please remember us on the first Sunday of the month when we have a collection for Missions. 
 
We have collected baby items and hygiene items for One Mission Cambridge the last two months.  You all really 
came through with things for this and I can’t thank you enough.  We will begin this ministry again in January. 
 
One Mission Cambridge gave away turkeys and fixings on November 22nd at the Center on Race Street.  In 
conjunction, the Grace Mission group gave away coats, sweaters, and warm clothes at the same time. These items 
have been collected over the past 2 years since we could not do a Soup ‘N’ Sweater Day because of Covid-19.   We 
had a lot of great items.  Thank you for donating. 
 
Grace Church is hosting the Community Dinner at One Mission Cambridge on December 5th. We have volunteers to 
cook, serve, welcome guests to the tables, give a message, play music and clean up.  Last month One Mission 
served 70 people and our hope is to do that again in December.  This is a wonderful time to share food, your time and 
most important your love of God to those in need. 
 
We collected 50 shoe boxes for the Samaritans Purse Christmas project this year.  On 
Sunday, November 6th a Mom came in with two little girls and each girl had a box in their 
little hands and on November 13th,  I was in the hallway as people were coming into 
church with these boxes.  I saw one family with 6 or 7 boxes to be donated.  I can’t help 
but smile at how loving and generous you all are.  What a wonderful thing to teach your 
children to give to others in need.  I wish I could hug each of you!!! 
 
On November 20th I passed out the Salvation Angel tree card’s.  The gifts are to be placed in a large trash bag, 
unwrapped with the card attached to the outside and returned by Sunday, December 4th.  When my husband and I 
shop for the child we receive I try to imagine their little face Christmas morning when they see the gifts under the tree.  
And imagine the pleasure it gives the parents to see their children have a gift to open.  I think the parent would have to 
know that God had a hand in this mission.  We sure know He did. 
 
There is a sign up chart in the hallway near the kitchen for meals to be cooked and delivered to the Salvation Army for 
the homeless shelter.  We are doing the 2nd and 4th Sunday of every month through May 2023.  I want to thank those 
that have been helping and ask that you please consider helping with this.  We have been cooking for 15-20 over the 
past few weeks, but, that can change on a weekly basis.  We no longer stay and serve the meals, Covid-19 has 
changed so much.  We cook and deliver the meal around 5:45 p.m..  Please consider helping with this mission. 
 
I am so grateful and proud to be a member of such a loving, caring, and giving group of people.  It gives me so much 
pleasure to serve Grace Church as your Mission’s representative and work with all of you.  It makes me so happy to 
know that with God’s help, WE made a difference in someone’s life; fed them, kept a roof over their head, kept their 
heat on, prayed for them, or just gave them a warm smile and a kind word.  I hope each of you feel the love of God 
and know that with Him all things are possible.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

GRACE CHURCH 

MISSIONS 
Diane Twilley,  Chairperson 
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On Sunday, November 6th, we remembered the members 
we have lost in the past year.  Those members were Thelma 
Hooper, Hope Marchewka, Thomas Adams, Robert Cannon, 
Betsy Davis, Gloria Frazier, John Cannon and Charles 
Marshall. 

We also honored our 50 and 60 year members with a 
certificate and pin. 

Fifty year members are Donald and Joan Johnson and Jean 
McWilliams. 

Sixty year members are William Twilley and Mary Ann Baum
-Valenstein. 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Sue Foxwell, Chairperson 
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WINGS (WOMEN IN GRACE SERVING) 

Diane Twilley, President 

The members of our WinGs group hit the ground running 
when we started back in September  

We finalized the Grace Church information card and they 
have been placed in the Church hallway, at the Chamber of 
Commerce, at the Library and in our outdoor library box. 

Grace Church is hosting the Women’s Community Prayer 
breakfast on December 10th at 8:00 a.m.  The WinGS group 
is facilitating the event.  Joanne Rue will lead us in prayer, 
Holly Spicer, Kathryn Adams, and Renee Jefferies will be our 
guest singers and Shelly McCollister will give the devotion as 
well, as serving communion.  Breakfast will be held in the 
Baraca room following the service.  Please try to attend and 
support this mission. 

WinGs has supported several different programs at the 
Eastern Shore Hospital Center.  We donated to the “Off to a 
Great Start” project, and the Christmas fund for 
unremembered patients.  We also provide monetary support 
to the two patients that we adopted a few years back.  

Our RADA Cutlery fundraiser ended on November 27th.   
Thanks to those who placed orders. 

We combined our November meeting with the Membership 
Committee to put together gift bags for our shut-ins.  We love 
this mission and hope all the people who receive a bag enjoy 
them.  They are missed in church and we want them to know 
they are thought about with love. 

Our December meeting will be on the 15th at 5:30 p.m.  We 
will hold a covered dish dinner and then wrap presents for 
the family we adopted for Christmas.   

We pray each and every one of you have a blessed 
Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Women of Grace are united in Christian Fellowship and 
vow to love God and encourage one another to use our 
God given gifts and talents in service to Grace United 

Methodist Church and our community.” 

THEY WILL KNOW  

WE ARE CHRISTIANS 
By Butch Hachemeister 

They will know we are Christians when we witness 
about Christ. 

They will know we are Christians by our actions. 

They will know we are Christians when we accept 
Jesus as our personal Savior. 

They will know we are Christians when we show it by 
setting good examples for others to follow. 

They will know we are Christians when we show our 
humility. 

They will know we are Christians when we accept 
others and their faults. 

They will know we are Christians by our Love. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 

2 3 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
9:15 a.m.—Coffee Fellowship in the Baraca Room 
9:45 a.m.—Adult Sunday School Class 
11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship          

4 
 

5 6 

 

7 8 

 

9 

 

10 

11 
 

12 13 14 15 
 

16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

December 2022 

Christmas Eve 
 Candlelight  
 Service 
4:00 p.m. / St. Paul’s 

11:00 p.m. / Grace 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  

Christmas  
Day 

New  
Year’s  

Eve  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 

8 

 

9 10 
 

11 

 

12 

 

13 
 

14 

15 
 

16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 

 
23 

 
24 

 
25 26 27 

 
28 

29 30 31 SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
9:15 a.m.—Coffee Fellowship in the Baraca Room 
9:45 a.m.—Adult Sunday School Class 
11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship          

January 2023 

WinGS meeting 
5:30 p.m. / Baraca 

New 
Year’s 

Day 

CHURCH  
OFFICE ON VARIED 

SCHEDULE THIS 
WEEK    

Choir Christmas 
program 11:00 a.m. 

WinGS meeting 
5:30 p.m. / Dr. Hines Rm. 

UNDECORATE 
CHURCH 7:30 A.M. 
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Advent Book Study  
12 NOON / Grace 
6 P.M. / St. Paul’s 

Advent Book Study  
12 NOON / Grace 
6 P.M. / St. Paul’s 

Advent Book Study  
12 NOON / Grace 
6 P.M. / St. Paul’s 

JOINT SERVICE 

10 A.M.. / St. Paul’s 

Women’s  
Community  

Prayer Breakfast 
8:00 a.m. in Sanctuary 
followed by breakfast in 

Baraca room 
Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  Choir Practice— 7 p.m. 

Choir Practice— 7 p.m. 

Choir Practice— 7 p.m. 

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Choir Practice— 7 p.m. 

Choir Practice— 7 p.m. 

Choir Practice— 7 p.m. 

Choir Practice— 7 p.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

JOINT SERVICE 
10:00 A.M. 

GRACE CHURCH 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Missions Offering 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 

Communion 
11:00 a.m. 
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